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SD Loss to Follow-Up/Documentation per Birth-3 Regions

Our Resource:
EHDI136.COM
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SD EHDI Program instituted 
with funding from the CDC.

SD EHDI program 
receives HRSA 
funding.

HRSA identified South Dakota 
as a frontier state. 34 out of 
66 counties are considered 
frontier.

SD EHDI Collaborative 
implemented 
teleaudiology
infrastructure.

Barriers to Care in Rural States (Public Health, 2015)

• Cultural and Financial Constraints
• Scarcity of Services
• Lack of Trained Physicians
• Insufficient Public Transit 
• Poor Availability of Broadband Internet Services

Loss to Follow-Up/Documentation
• LTF/D Rate in SD for the past 7-years > 60%
• No Legislation Mandating UNHS

Data Retrieval

• Retrospective Chart 
Review

• USD Speech & Hearing 
Clinic EMR
• Zip code of infant ABR 

via teleaudiology
• Public Reports from 

SDDOH 2016-2021
• Births
• Hearing Screens
• Babies Referred
• Audiology Visits

Data Analysis

• LFT Percentage / SD 
County vs. Poverty Rate 
/SD County

• Teleaudiology
• Regions where most 

care is being provided
• Regions where 

additional sites would 
be beneficial
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Next Steps

Method

• Educate Health Care Professionals
• Simplify Reporting Process
• EHDI 136
• Improve Communicate Across Providers

Improving LTF/D Rates

• Transportation Resources
• Financial Assistance

Tackling Barriers

• Additional Sites
• Education
• Streamline HubSite Design

Teleaudiology
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