
3 Types of Fun
Nurturing Early Language and a Love of Literacy

0-5 Language & Literacy Program



• Introductions
• Language & Literacy Program
• Research
• Overview of today’s models
• Questions & Answers
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• Participants will be able to name such strategies to promote access 

to early language for the child with an identified hearing level.

SUMMARIZE LANGUAGE/EARLY LITERACY COMPONENTS
• Participants will be able to summarize such components of an 

effective model for children who have an identified hearing level.

APPLY; DEVELOP; GATHER
• Participants will be able to apply strategies, develop materials, and 

gather resources to implement in their own practice.
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Promoting linguistically, culturally, and socially 

accessible learning opportunities where 

families are valued and respected as the 

primary source for language acquisition for 

their child whatever their communication:  

American Sign 
Language (ASL)

Listening & Spoken 
Language (LSL)

Or other 
communication 

opportunities



We offer unbiased information and access to 

resources that  maximize the ability to enter 

school ready to learn by promoting:

Linguistic 
Competence

Social 
Competence

Cultural 
Competence



Families Communities Organizations

TN Early 
Intervention 

System

Early 
Intervention 
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EHDI LEA Professionals

Pa
rtn

er
sh

ip
s



Fa
m

ily
-F

oc
us

ed
Te

am
Pr

om
ot

e
D

es
ig

n
Teacher of 
the Deaf

Coaching

Family 
Connections

Language 
Modeling

Family 
Involvement

Deaf Mentor Family Leads

Hands-on 
Learning

Resources for 
the home
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College +:  construction/reconstruction

8th-12th:  multiple viewpoints

Home & Preschool:  oral language

K – 1st:  initial decoding (phonics)

1st and 2nd:  confirmation & fluency

3rd – 8th:  read for learning

Chase, Mary Ellen. Literacy Presentation Part 1 - Parent Institute. 
YouTube, UIC Division of Specialized Care for Children, 13 Jan. 2020, 
https://youtu.be/XihvHdN3CUU. Accessed 13 Jan. 2023. 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The literacy workshops are designed and presented in a variety of modalities to match the learning styles of the family; adults, children, extended family members, etc.



- Davidson-Lillo-Martin, Chen Pichler, 2013

“without a period of language deprivation         

before the implantation of the CI (cochlear implant), 

children with CIs can develop spoken language skill 

appropriate for typically hearing children of the 

same age, and …that sign language input does not 

harm to a deaf child’s spoken language development 

after he/she receive a CI.”



Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing Children 
Need… 

Experience with 
English to be able 
to read and write in 
English
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Expose families to the 15 
Principles of the Shared 

Reading Project

Provide literacy coaching 
with using a visual modality

SRP Tutors are certified and 
trained with the 15 

Principles

Visits are had 2-4 times a 
month either virtually or in 

person. 

Books that the family has 
are prioritized, but we also 

lend books as well. 

DVDs, YouTube videos, and/or 
personal recordings are offered 

to the family for practice. 

Shared Reading Project



2-hour In-Person
LITERACY 

WORKSHOP
Hands-on learning &  fun 
for Families and Children 
ages 0-5 with identified 

hearing levels.

READY, SET, LEARN!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Ready, Set, Learn! Family Literacy WorkshopFamilies are given an RSL! Kit - a reading kit tub, filled with books, activities, manipulatives, and instruction book.The instruction manual includes activity pages that are aligned with the TN DOE Early Learning Standards,  links to the books on YouTube, and gifs demonstrating the ASL.Families are provided 30 minutes of direct instruction and the remaining time is hands-on-learning activities using the materials. Book sharing strategies are practiced in a safe and fun environmentThe purpose of this event is to bring families together to make connections in their own area and promote continued interaction after the workshop.We individualize the strategies to meet the families unique cultural, linguistic, and personal requests. As a result of teaching families how to play, read books, and interact with their child with the materials, they can take these strategies to their home and create a language-rich environment. 



For children 4-20 
months old

We mail a book 
and activity 

materials to the 
family

Share information 
about reading to a 
child with various 

hearing levels

Breakout rooms-
PARENT CHOOSES-
Spoken English or 

ASL focus

We interact with 
parent and child 
during activities

We meet via Zoom, 
EVERY OTHER 

month (2nd Sunday 
at 1:30pm CST)

Bookworm Buddies

Family & Child 
Book Club and Play group

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Bookworm BuddiesFamily & Child Book Club and Play Date Gives parents the opportunity to learn how to read books in ASL and Spoken English respectively (the parents will choose which route they want) and how to play with their child using ASL and Spoken English. Every family receives a reading package about one week before the scheduled event. Included in the packet are:age-appropriate books that they keep. themed activities/materials. Some activities are prepared to use Imagination Library books that the families already have at home.
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Tennessee School for the Deaf
2725 Island Home Blvd. 
Knoxville, TN 37920

Phone: (865) 579-2500
Fax: (865) 579-2484

@tsdeaf.orgTSD Website Facebook – Tennessee 
Schools for the Deaf
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