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Agenda

● Stages and skills in preliteracy development
● Pre-reading achievement in our study of DHH 

pre-kindergarteners
● Strategies for targeting pre literacy and early literacy skills



Chall’s Stages of Reading Development (1983)



Stage 0: Pre Reading/Pseudo Reading (Birth - Age 6)

Child develops:

● language skills
● phoneme system
● simple concepts of reading, writing 

through experiences with books, writing 
tools 

●  “pretend reading” or pseudo reading

By ages 4-5, some children can:

● can point to words, pictures when asked
● recite alphabet, recognize written letters, 

write own name
● understand thousands of words they 

hear/see but can read few if any of them



Phonological and Phonemic awareness – An 
auditory skill 

●

●

The Development of Phonological Skills

https://www.readingrockets.org/article/development-phonological-skills


Reading CASLLS

● Three instruments in one 
booklet:

○ Early Literacy (0-36 months)

○ Pre-Reading (3-5 years)

○ Learning to Read 
(kindergarten-3rd grade)





Read Up Study

● Setting: large listening and spoken language program in 
Southwest

● Woodcock Johnson IV Tests of Achievement:
○ 8 subtests in spelling, word attack, reading 

comprehension, fluency, vocabulary
● Pre-COVID, average scores for participants (pre-k - 3rd grade) 

were in the average range (Smolen et al., 2020)
○ Strong phonological awareness and basic reading skills
○ Reading fluency was relatively weak



Read Up Study: Results
● Pre-k participants:

○ 2018-19: n = 16
○ 2021-22: n = 22

● No significant differences between 2018-19 and 2021-22 cohorts in any of the 
eight subtests or five cluster skills, p > .05
○ No significant “learning loss” due to COVID pandemic

● But more variability in 2021-22 scores
○ All mean standard scores in average range, except:

■ Oral Reading (M = 81.18, SD = 10.47)
■ Sentence Reading Fluency (M = 83.36, SD = 5.86)

● What might parents and professionals have been doing to support preliteracy 
development during virtual learning?



Supporting Development in Stage 0

● Interact linguistically
● Baby games
● Songs, poems, chants, and rhymes  

Who Fed the Chickens, 
● Books for phonemic awareness
● Wordless picture books - Tell the 

story with your voice.
● Storytelling with puppets - The Three 

Bears, The Three Little Pigs
● Songs That Build Phonological & 

Phonemic Awareness

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nLb8ny5RAjo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ou0U4FZU8dk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b-wzAo9w6Hw
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/phonemic-awareness
https://www.readingrockets.org/booklists/our-favorite-wordless-picture-books
https://earlyimpactlearning.com/22-ways-to-use-puppets-in-teaching/
https://www.songsforteaching.com/phonemicawareness.htm
https://www.songsforteaching.com/phonemicawareness.htm


Chall’s Stages of Reading Development (1983)



Stage 1: Initial Reading/Decoding 
(Grades 1-2, Ages 6-7)
The child learns:

● Alphabetic principle
● Decoding (phonological 

recoding)
● Gains insight into nature of 

spelling system

*Child has to let go of pseudo 
reading, engage in “glued to the 
print” behaviors in order to 
achieve more later. 



Phonics - Oral and Visual Skill

● Instructional approach to 
teaching sound/symbol 
correspondences 

● System of rules we teach 
and model
○ Rules about 

pronunciation 
○ Rules about spelling

● Orthographic mapping



Supporting Development in Stage 1

● Using print - Continue to 
develop PA, TEACH 
letter-sound knowledge, 
phoneme and syllable 
manipulation

● Provide opportunities to 
manipulate, trace, and hear the 
sounds of letters.

● Select books that have few 
words on each page, large font 
size, high-frequency words and 
phonetically regular words, and 
use skills and insight to sound 
out new words.

● During shared reading, adults 
should increase the number of 
print-focused questions that 
they ask children.



Meaning
(semantics)

Sounds
(phonology)

Spelling pattern
(orthography)

Orthographic mapping explainer

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KIuwKnZqJEQ


Supporting Development in Stage 1

Free and Affordable Decodable Text ● Transitioning From Word Walls to 
Sound Walls

● A New Model for Teaching High 
Frequency Words - Keep your eyes 
on the words!

● Heart Word Magic - Help Students 
Learn to Read and Spell High 
Frequency Words

● Routine for Teaching Irregular 
Heart Words

● Word Study Instruction in the K-2 
Classroom

● Word Work!!!
● Reading CASLLS - Learning to 

Read

http://carissa-taylor.blogspot.com/p/free-and-affordable-decodable-readers.html
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/transitioning-word-walls-sound-walls
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/transitioning-word-walls-sound-walls
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/new-model-teaching-high-frequency-words
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/new-model-teaching-high-frequency-words
https://www.reallygreatreading.com/heart-word-magic
https://www.readingrockets.org/sites/default/files/teaching-heart-words.pdf
https://www.readingrockets.org/sites/default/files/teaching-heart-words.pdf
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/word-study-instruction-k-2-classroom
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/word-study-instruction-k-2-classroom







