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Range of Combined Vision and Hearing Loss in Deaf-Blindness
The shaded cells represent areas of combined vision and hearing loss. Cells with no shading indicate that either vision or hearing is 
within normal range.  

Degree of Vision Loss and Related Conditions 

Mild or No 
Visual 
Impairment 
(20/40 to 
20/70) 

Moderate 
Visual 
Impairment 
or Low 
Vision 
(20/70 to 
20/200) 

Severe 
Visual 
Impairment 
or Legal 
Blindness 
(20/200 to 
20/400 or 
visual field 
<20°) 

Light 
Perception 
Only  

Total 
Blindness 

Diagnosed 
Progressive 
Loss  

Cortical 
Visual 
Impairment 
(CVI) 
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Normal 
-10 to 15 dB
Slight  
16 to 25 dB 
Mild  
26 to 40 dB 
Moderate 
41 to 55 dB 
Moderately 
Severe 
56 to 70 dB 
Severe  
71 to 90 dB 
Profound 
91 dB or greater 
Central Auditory 
Processing 
Disorder (CAPD)  

Reprinted from Luiselli & Roman-Lantzy, 2019. Used with permission. 
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Table sources (reprinted from Luiselli & Roman-Lantzy, 2019): Adapted from American Speech-Language-Hearing Association. (2015). 
Type, degree, and configuration of hearing loss. Retrieved from https://www.asha.org/uploadedFiles/AIS-Hearing-Loss-Types-Degree-
Configuration.pdf; Garber, M., & Huebner, K. M. (2017). Visual impairment: Terminology, demographics, society. In M. C. Holbrook, T. 
McCarthy, & C. Kamei-Hannon (Eds.), Foundations of education: Vol. I. History and theory of teaching children and youths with visual 
impairments (3rd ed., pp. 50-72). New York, NY: AFB Press; New England Consortium for Deafblind Technical Assistance and Training. 
(n.d.). Child registration. Retrieved from http://www.nec4db.org/child-registration.html; Schalock, M.D. (2017). The 2016 national child 
count of children and youth who are deaf-blind. Monmouth: Western Oregon University, The Research Institute, National Center on 
Deaf-Blindness. Retrieved from https://nationaldb.org/reports/national-child-count-2016; World Health Organization. (2012). Global 
data on visual impairments 2010. Geneva, Switzerland: Author. Retrieved from 
http://www.who.int/blindness/GLOBALDATAFINALforweb.pdf?ua=1 
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