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LEAVITS
The advocacy training tool any EI or EC 
provider can use with their families.



The LEAVITS Purpose:
As an IDEA advocacy coach for the 

past 10 years I noticed a pattern, 
those prepared were getting better 
services, in general.
Many parents enter EC at their 

district in IL not knowing that a law 
even exists for the education of their 
child.
Knowledge of the system and how 

to work as a team proves success.
Often times families will say they 

know to save face, this will program 
make sure they know.



The hopeful Outcome:
EI/EC providers will utilize 

these cards and parents will 
become aware of the system.
Parents will learn to advocate 

for their child.
Hope that the cards will 

entice families to research 
more/learn more.
Parents will have a 

foundation of knowledge to 
work with.



What the provider 
utilizes:
.pdf version of the 1st segment (16) of 

LEAVITS cards.

Demo of how you could manage your 
materials.

Instructions on how to print and provide 
the cards.

“Talking Points” cards and a letter of how 
to initiate conversation around a particular 
LEAVIT

Personalized release of information forms 
to connect the family to me.





What the provider has to 
work from:







What the parent 
gets:
Letter of introduction to the 

program
Letter of release so that the EI/EC 

provider can share family 
information:
 Family name
 Family address
 Family email
 Childs age

Email contact welcoming them to 
the program, providing them contact 
information for future reference.



Parent LEAVITS card:



What the Family Keeps:







Anticipated Outcome:

• More educated IEP 
teams.

• Better 
management of 
IEP plans.

• More realistic 
expectations of 
what the district 
can and cannot do.

• Better 
communication.



Comments from families:
 “This would have relieved a great deal of stress for me when my 

child was young and I was trying to navigate everything. It has also 
helped me gain clarity on some things now. I love how this puts the 
basics in a CONCISE, EASY TO UNDERSTAND flow and format. AND 
it gives helpful websites for additional info. A must for any newly 
diagnosed family.”

 “This was really helpful as we were gearing                                                     
up for the IEP process. It taught me things                                                                  
I didn't know yet and reinforced things I'd                                                    
already read. It also opened the door to ask                                                          
our therapist for more information. For                                                       
someone not yet researching or who doesn't                                                    
know to research these things, it would be                                                                       
even more informative.”

 “This is a great program and it has help to                              
understand a lot of things that I didn’t know.”



Comments from Providers:
LIKED MOST LIKED LEAST

• “It is easy for parents to keep these 
cards together and refer to them as they 
have questions. They also divide the 
information into easy to digest amounts 
with clear explanations.”

• “I liked the information that was shared 
with families. However, I think it would 
be more helpful to pick and choose 
what information I am sharing rather 
than have to follow in order.”

• “Having a structure to discuss topics 
related to advocacy.”

• “Sometimes I found myself printing a lot 
of paper, between the sheets that were 
for me, and the ones to leave with the 
family.”

• “Some of the information was too basic. 
My more advanced families don't need 
to know what early intervention is, but 
could benefit from the transition/IEP 
info.”

• “I might not give all the cards to all my 
families. Some cards were too simple for 
families who had been in EI for some 
time (What is an IFSP?) and some cards 
might be overwhelming for parents 
with a baby (Transition). Maybe there 
could be different levels of cards to use 
when a parent is first starting out vs. 
nearing transition.”



Other provider input:
“Just have one sheet that both the family and provider will 

use...incorporate the talking points into the sheet to be left with 
the family”

“Less LEAVITS cards or more information on one card.”
“I didn't get very far into the program because the families that 

participated I only saw twice a month.”
“Like I said before, I think the LEAVITS could be divided into 

different levels. 1-6 might be good for a new family, while 7-16 
might be good to begin when a child turns 2 and families will 
begin to move toward transition.”

“More info on transition and less info on what is early 
intervention.”

“I like the simple handouts and the bullet point lists, as well as 
the resources to find out more information. I really like the topics 
too.”

“I thought the content and method of delivery were good.”



Interested?  Contact me:

Andrea Marwah
andrea.marwah@illinois.gov

331-702-8944
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