
Balancing Both Worlds:
How to Integrate a Listening and Spoken Language 
Program into an ASL/English State School for the Deaf



● 1853 School was established to aid and instruct the deaf. An oral 
education philosophy utilized.

● 1972 Total Communication philosophy adopted
● 2014 Opening of the Educational and Auditory Resources for Sound 

(EARS) Auditory Oral program birth - 5 years
● 2017 Total Communication program transitioned to ASL / English 

philosophy 

History of Communication Approach 



Why Auditory? Why Now?



Pamela Rohring
ASL Specialist



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vMm_HxGXCwU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vMm_HxGXCwU


● Stakeholder perspectives
● 4201 school models
● AVT mentorship
● Team member identification and professional development
● Physical program set-up
● Roll out offerings
● Outreach
● Develop succession of goals

Setting Up for Success



Clear Program Expectations



Infant-Toddler Program

● Birth - 18 months:
○ Monthly 1:1 home-based AVT session
○ Weekly 1:1 center-based AVT session

● 18 - 36 months:
○ Weekly alternating 1:1 

home-based/center-based AVT        
session

○ Weekly Integrated Toddler Playgroup    
with Hearing Peers LSLS TOD & SLP

○ * Mainstreaming Opportunity

Program Components

Preschool Program

● 3- 5 years
○ Five full day center-based program with 

LSLS TOD
○ Weekly 1:1 AVT session(s)
○ Weekly 1:1 AVT family session
○ Weekly center-based  visiting  hearing 

peers
○ Weekly mainstreaming opportunity
○ Monthly community field trips
○ Family Day program



Program Components

Audiological

● Newborn hearing screening and diagnostic 
testing

● Pediatric hearing aid fitting and 
programming

● Pediatric BAHA services
● Pediatric cochlear implant services

○ Candidacy
○ Initial stimulation
○ Ongoing mappings

Program Supports

● Monitoring of classroom acoustics and 
increased use of sound field systems

● Onsite testing and repairs
● Tympanometry
● Loaner devices
● Strengthened collaborative     relationships 

with local ENT          practices



Program Components

Family Supports

● Family Day Program
● Music Together Family Class
● Lunch & Learn Series

○ Educational
○ Social/emotional support

● Deaf Mentor Program
● Evening with Early Childhood

Community Education

● EARS Newsletters
● Evening with Early Childhood
● Established partnerships





Lunch & Learn Series



Deaf Mentor
Program





Evening with Early Childhood





The Family Perspective





Balancing Both Worlds

Challenges

● Differing personal philosophies
● Perceptions vs. truths
● Maintaining accessibility 
● Communication between programs
● Integrating new options into existing 

practices
● Low enrollment 
● Defining the individuality of what it means 

to be Deaf

Strengths

● Support from school stakeholders
● Expansion of family support
● Spillover in expansion of services provided 

for larger school community:
○ Audiological
○ Local and state level collaborations



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SYgJk31LxhU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SYgJk31LxhU
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Questions? Comments?

Jessica M. Holst, M.S., CCC-SLP, LSLS Cert. AVT
St. Mary’s School for the Deaf, EARS Program Speech Language Pathologist

jessicah@smsdk12.org
www.smsdk12.org

mailto:jessicah@smsdk12.org

