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Division of Early Childhood (DEC) Recommended 

Practices

AG Bell Academy LSLS Mentoring Categories and Items Joint Commission on Infant Hearing (JCIH) Notes

DECIns2 Practitioners with the family identify skills to 

target for instruction that help a child become 

adaptive, competent, socially connected and engaged

LSL SP2 Practitioner uses wait time to encourage child to talk

LSLA8 Uses wait time for child’s processing on input

LSL A3 Practitioner uses appropriate acoustic highlighting

JCIH Goal 3 All Children Who Are DHH Have EI 

Providers Who Have the Professional 

Qualifications and Core Knowledge and Skills to 

Optimize the Child’s Development and 

Child/Family Well Being

DEC INS2 Practitioners with the family identify skills to 

target for instruction that help a child become 

adaptive, competent, socially connected and engaged

LSL A1 Practitioner maximizes auditory stimulation through 

incidental learning and structured activities

JCIH Goal 6 Must assess and monitor progress 

through authentic assessments

DEC INS13 Coaching primary caregiver to facilitate 

positive adult-child interactions

LSL A4 Promotes integration of listening and spoken 

language into the therapy/teaching activities

LSL PG 5 Organizes session to support participation and 

engagement

DEC F6 Opportunities that support and strengthen 

parenting knowledge and skills

LSL P6 Practitioner plans specific guidance and engagement 

content for sessions

JCIH Goal 6

Must assess and monitor progress through 

authentic assessments
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Developing grant partnerships

• Carle Auditory Oral School and Hospital

• Central Institute for the Deaf

• Current Providers in EI as Field Mentors

• Child’s Voice School 

• DHS

• DSCC

• EHDI

• UIC– Chicago

• University of Chicago– Hospital

• Washington University







• Redefining Cochlear Implant Benefits to Appropriately Include Children with Additional Disabilities Nancy Young, Constance Weil and Elizabeth Tournis in 
Pediatric Cochlear Implantation, Nancy Young and Karen Iler Kirk, editors Springer (2016).
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