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13 “Lucky” Legislative Concepts

1. Do your homework
2. Develop elevator 

speech
3. Call/visit your local 

representatives
4. Build a team 
5. Set goals/ 

expectations
6. Get bipartisan 

support
7. Bill vs. Rule change

8. Infographics, visuals 
& Communications

9. Know State Statistics
10.Collaborate with 

other states like yours
11.Testify confidently 
12.Review parliamentary 

procedures
13.Express gratitude



Know the process 

I'm just a bill 



1. Do Your Homework

● Be familiar with political process

● What is your current law?

● Research code online

● Call the legislative research Library in your state

● Collect past appeals

● Look a previous efforts 



2. Develop elevator speech

● 2 mins or less 

● Critical substantive information 

● State the facts

● Don’t beat around the bush

● Be prepared to stand and deliver 



3. Contact local representatives

● Start with local representatives 
● Look for Representatives on H&W Committee 
● Use your prepared elevator speech
● They want to know: 

• Who is this affecting
• Consequences of not making change 
• How much it’ll cost.

● Tell them about the fact that your claims keep 
getting denied and you need help.  

● Ask to meet in person



4. Build a Team 

● Get a Core Group – to see it through at every 
meeting – Parent base is powerful 

● Get an extended multidisciplinary group 
professionals – including Dr.’s, teachers, 
audiologists, to call upon to give advice, testimony, 
at critical/fine tuning times group together ask for 
participation/feedback.  

● Schedule meetings in person or via Zoom- plan out 
each member’s role on the team and a course of 
action. 

● Multiple areas of State





5. Set Goals and Expectations

● Coverage for 0-26 years old

● $3,000 every 3 years per hearing aid per ear

● Congenital AND acquired hearing losses

● Define hearing devices (CI, BAHA, HA)

● Speech and language habilitation



Idaho Pediatric Hearing Device Rule Change

“Hearing aids, auditory osseointegrated (bone 
conduction) devices, cochlear implants and 
examination for or fitting of them, for congenital or 
acquired hearing loss that, without intervention may 
result in cognitive or speech development deficits of a 
covered dependent child, covering not less than one 
device every thirty-six(36) months per ear with loss 
and not less than forty-five(45) language/speech 
therapy visits during the first twelve(12) months after 
delivery of the covered device.”

https://doi.idaho.gov/DisplayPDF.aspx?id=2019%20Text%20of%20Proposed%20Rule%
20180130&cat=Laws

https://doi.idaho.gov/DisplayPDF.aspx?id=2019%20Text%20of%20Proposed%20Rule%20180130&cat=Laws


6. Get Bipartisan Support 

● This is not a partisan issue but you need bipartisan 
support to get it through

● Politician's want to hear from us and need to show 
their contribution to the community. 

● Illana Rubel, Pat McDonald. Blue vs. Red, Social 
programs vs no law changes 

● Reasons we got traction 
• Rep. Pat McDonald’s support as a Republican
• Meeting with Dir. H&W Committee Chair - following his 

direction 



Illana Rubel (D) Patrick McDonald (R)

Bipartisan Sponsorship 



7. Bill vs. Rule change

● Most changes are coming through amendments to 
the laws & insurance codes mentioned above which 
is a lot easier to get done

● Department of Insurance - DOI
https://doi.idaho.gov/publicinformation/laws/Rul
emaking

https://doi.idaho.gov/publicinformation/laws/Rulemaking


8. Visuals and Communications

● Quickly and effectively display points

● Letters of support

● Multiple points of contact

● Points to highlight:

• What’s the issue?

• Who does this affect?

• What is the long term impact?

• What is the cost?







Effective example 
from Texas



Effective example 
from Utah

https://www.letutahchildrenhear.com/

Use website builders or 
templates

• Wix/ Canva

https://www.letutahchildrenhear.com/


9. Know State Statistics

● EHDI Coordinator is a great resource
● # Children born in state annually
● # Diagnosed with hearing loss annually 

• congenital + acquired 

● # Children receiving DHH school services 
● # Children covered under Medicaid 

• 40% in Idaho





10. Collaborate with States Like Yours

● Other Red States: Utah, Texas, Georgia, Florida, 

Oregon etc...

● What success have they had? 

● Use sites like NCHAM/EHDI to get current 

information



EHDI State Legislation
https://www.infanthearing.org/legislation/hearingaid.
html





11. Testify Confidently 

● Know your audience 
● Have a team of constants
● Plan out testimonies for appropriate hearings
● Respond to Representative concerns - listen 
● Initially hesitant to bring up speech component 
● Families vs. Professionals -

● technical details/fine tuning
● Review parliamentary procedure 





12. Media 

● Get the media involved 

● Use social media

● Representatives use media as 

campaign tool

Media Coverage
KIVITV News Clip

https://www.facebook.com/IdahoDLCC/videos/10156484611973489/
https://www.kivitv.com/news/advocates-fight-for-childrens-hearing-aids-to-be-covered-by-insurance?fbclid=IwAR33CsN3uQ0IcWwYeskc9uUf_EgAX9NvpJLoX5iFoD5hJDt872-hPhnUg4o






13. Always Express Gratitude

● Be gracious during 

meetings and 

testimonies

● Write hand written 

cards, send flowers 





We Can Meet 

Andrea Amestoy
208-345-1543

andrea_corn@yahoo.com

Lesa Coleman
208-724-1262

lesacoleman@gmail.com

Corinne Coleman
208-631-4303

corinnekcoleman@gmail.com



Thank you and good luck!! 


	13 “Lucky” Ways to Participate in Legislative Efforts Within Your State: �Lessons from Idaho’s Progressive Pediatric Hearing Aid Legislation 
	FINANCIAL DISCLOSURES
	Lesa Coleman
	Andrea Amestoy
	Corinne Coleman
	13 “Lucky” Legislative Concepts
	Know the process 
	1. Do Your Homework
	2. Develop elevator speech
	3. Contact local representatives
	4. Build a Team 
	Slide Number 12
	5. Set Goals and Expectations
	Idaho Pediatric Hearing Device Rule Change
	6. Get Bipartisan Support 
	Bipartisan Sponsorship 
	7. Bill vs. Rule change
	8. Visuals and Communications
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	9. Know State Statistics
	Slide Number 24
	10. Collaborate with States Like Yours
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	11. Testify Confidently 
	Slide Number 29
	12. Media 
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	13. Always Express Gratitude
	Slide Number 34
	We Can Meet 
	Thank you and good luck!! 

