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Introduction to the Study

The focus of this study is to examine the 
development and importance of fingerspelling 
among young Deaf children of Deaf parents for 
communication, and learning about language 
and pre-literacy in their natural home 
environment.



Background of the Problem
• More to learning to read than just decoding

• Five important components

• The question becomes:
– Do Deaf children learn to read using these 

same components or is there another 
component?



Theoretical Frameworks
Traditional Epistemology
• Deficit

• Etic view

• Auditory phonological 
awareness

Deaf Epistemology
• Different

• Emic view

• Visual sign phonology 
(VSP)



Auditory Phonological Awareness

• Overarching term for skills like rhyming, 
alliteration and syllabication

• Metacognitive skills
– Word and syllable boundaries
– Isolation of phonemes
– Awareness of the sound structure of the 

English language 



Visual Sign Phonology (VSP)

• Meaningless units of segments of the sign 
system

• Five aspects
• Includes fingerspelling

– rhythmic patterns
– lexicalization processes



Research Questions

#1   How is fingerspelling used for 
communication at home?

#2 What benefits does fingerspelling have 
for young Deaf children in literacy 
development?



Research Design

• Qualitative approach 
– Grounded theory
– Constant comparison analysis (CCA)

• Participants
– Three Deaf families 
– Must meet criterion



Treatment of the Data

• Videotaped storybook reading and writing 
activities
– Transcribed into English by the researcher 

and two independent transcribe 30%
• Memo-ing

– Themes or categories
– Open codes

• Axial codes and core category



Results



Fingerspelling

• Serves many roles for ASL users

• Has several representations
– Signifier
– Sandwiching
– Chaining



BOX FOX
• Video – cannot be distributed



MOUSE HOUSE
• Video – cannot be distributed



Fingerspelling as a Link to Reading

• VSP is fully accessible

• Facilitate the transition between orthographic 
representations to reading acquisition

• As an aid to recognizing printed words
– Visually decode print



Rhythmic Patterns
• Video – cannot be distributed



Emergent Literacy Environment

• Literacy environment of the home 
provides reading behavior support

• Facilitated the development of early 
alphabetic knowledge of 
preschool-aged Deaf children

• Parental involvement promote 
children’s early literacy skills 
– Storybook reading activities

https://www.google.com/search?sa=G&hl=en&q=reading+together+clip+art&tbm=isch&tbs=simg:CAQSlwEJzQdmZpHe7ssaiwELEKjU2AQaBAgVCAcMCxCwjKcIGmIKYAgDEii-FLMKzRS_1FLQKwhSxCrIU3x3iHfQ9sSmeNPM99T3MN6kjmDX2PbApGjDrmnflCULo6bZJoT-22rGnFRO7Eghu02zqSWjUBRUJ-MDiKS666c75ObM-POOhbwUgBAwLEI6u_1ggaCgoICAESBEV694UM&ved=0ahUKEwi0uKypuvjZAhUI74MKHfqACL0Qwg4IJigA




Contact info:  hmacglaughli@lamar.edu

https://www.google.com/search?sa=G&hl=en&q=stitch+thank+you&tbm=isch&tbs=simg:CAQSmQEJ-N9BkWraU3AajQELEKjU2AQaBggVCAEICQwLELCMpwgaYgpgCAMSKJ8KqxSuCp4KvhSyFL8UoQqiCroUgyz0PfI9hCylI_1M9tymvKaA1zycaMBupdYiJY-AFhgFEKURzKSWDNjN5v2C51sJMHyFBnYOWhQdT0FkRf3cVLZG7PtVD6CAEDAsQjq7-CBoKCggIARIEWF7nOQw&ved=0ahUKEwituuK1sfjZAhWIwYMKHZaCD40Qwg4IJigA
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