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Learning Objectives

1. Understand how HRSA’s EHDI programs work with other HHS 
EHDI Federal partners and identify HRSA’s current programs 
and recipients in the EHDI system.

2. Describe the history of support for the Medical Home concept 
within the EHDI program and how the UNHS program supports 
improving care coordination through the medical home model 
in states and territories.

3. Identify family engagement and leadership initiatives including 
the new Family Leadership in Language and Learning program 
and its key stakeholders in the EHDI system at the national and 
state levels.
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EHDI Legislative Authority

Old:
Public Health Service 
Act, Title III, §399M, as 
amended by the Early 
Hearing Detection and 
Intervention Act of 2010 
(P.L.  111-337) (42 U.S.C. 
280g-1).

New:
Public Health Service 
Act, Title III, §399M, as 
amended by the Early 
Hearing Detection and 
Intervention Act of 2017 
(P.L.  111-337) (42 U.S.C. 
280g-1).
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U.S. Department 
of Health and 

Human Services 
(HHS)

National 
Institutes of Health 

(NIH)

Health Resources 
and Services 

Administration 
(HRSA)

Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 

(CDC)

National Center on 
Deafness and other 

Communication Disorders 
(NIDCD)

Maternal and Child 
Health Bureau 

(MCHB)

National Center on 
Birth Defects and 

Developmental Disabilities 
(NCBDDD)

Hearing and Balance &
Voice, Speech and Language 

Programs

Early Hearing Detection and 
Intervention Program

Early Hearing Detection and 
Intervention Program

Early Hearing Detection and 
Intervention System

EHDI
Legislation
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U.S. Department 
of Health and 
Human Services

HHS’s Mission:
To enhance and protect the health and well-being of 
all Americans. We fulfill that mission by providing for 
effective health and human services and fostering 
advances in medicine, public health, and social 
services.
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Health Resources 
and Services 
Administration

HRSA’s Mission:
To improve health and achieve health equity through access to quality 
services, a skilled health workforce and innovative programs. 

MCHB’s Mission:
To provide leadership, in partnership with key stakeholders, to improve 
the physical and mental health, safety and well-being of the maternal and 
child health (MCH) population which includes all of the nation’s women, 
infants, children, adolescents, and their families, including fathers and 
children with special health care needs.
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Division of Services for Children with 
Special Health Needs (DSCSHN)
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Individuals & 
Families

Families as 
Partners

Transition 
to 

Adulthood

Adequate 
Insurance

Community-
Based 

Services

Early, 
Continuous 
Screening

Access to 
Medical 
Home



HRSA EHDI Program Team

Division of Services for Children with Special Health Needs
Leadership
• Joan Scott, Acting Director
• Marie Mann, Acting Deputy Director
• Treeby Brown, Integrated Services Branch Chief

Core Team
• Sadie Silcott, Program Director
• Michelle Koplitz, Project Officer
• Sandra Battiste, Project Officer
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1988 Demonstration grants in 3 states to test newborn hearing screening feasibility

1999 Newborn and Infant Screening and Intervention Program Act passed

2000 James T. Walsh Universal Newborn Hearing Screening (UNHS) Program established

2002 First Early Hearing Detection and Intervention Annual Meeting

2006 All states and some territories have universal newborn hearing screening

2008 States adopt Quality Improvement methodologies to reduce LTF/D rates

2017 Family Leadership in Language and Learning (FL3) Program established

EHDI Program History
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EHDI System Components

Family Support and Engagement

Program Evaluation and Quality Assurance

Data Management and Tracking

Medical Home
LTF/D LTF/D

Source: NCHAM
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How does HRSA support the EHDI System?
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EHDI SystemHRSA EHDI Program

Universal Newborn Hearing 
Screening and Intervention 

Program (UNHS)

National Technical Resource Center 
for Newborn Hearing Screening 

and Intervention (NTRC)

National Center on 
Hearing Assessment 

and Management 
(NCHAM)

Family Leadership in Language 
and Learning Program (FL3) Hands & Voices

States and Territories59 
grants

1 
cooperative 
agreement

1 
cooperative
agreement

Leadership Education in 
Neurodevelopmental and 

Related Disabilities 
(LEND) - Pediatric Audiology

University Centers 
with LEND programs

12
supplements

EHDI system 
infrastructure

Technical assistance 
to states and 
territories

Family 
engagement

Workforce development

Medical Home Implementation American Academy of 
Pediatrics (AAP) 

1 
supplement

State EHDI Chapter 
Champions

#1

#2

#3

#4
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Program: Universal Newborn Hearing Screening and 
Intervention (UNHS)

Goal:
For the EHDI system to function effectively and cohesively to 
support the success of every deaf and hard of hearing child.

Priority Areas:
A. Increasing knowledge and engagement of health 

professionals.
B. Improving access to EI services and language acquisition.
C. Improving family engagement, partnership, and leadership.

Type of Award: Up to 59 Grants

Award Amount: Up to $250,000 per year

Time: 3 year project period (2017 – 2020)
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Recipients: U.S. States and Territories (59)
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http://www.infanthearing.org/states/index.html

http://www.infanthearing.org/states/index.html


Program: National Technical Resource Center for 
Newborn Hearing Screening and Intervention

Goal:
To provide technical assistance to state and territory EHDI programs for 
planning, policy development, implementing innovations and quality 
improvement methodology to reduce their loss to follow-up/loss to 
documentation (LTF/D) rates.

Priority Areas:
A. Decrease the LTF/D rates by 5% per year, especially in rural and 

underserved communities.

B. Increase to 100% the number of state EHDI programs that have 
incorporated quality improvement methodology and processes 
into their operations.

Type of Award: One (1) Cooperative Agreement

Award Amount: Up to $1,200,000 per year

Time: 5 year project period (2015 – 2020)
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Recipient: National Center for Hearing Assessment 
and Management (NCHAM)
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http://www.infanthearing.org/

http://www.infanthearing.org/


Program: Family Leadership in Language and 
Learning (FL3)

Goal:
To ensure that statewide EHDI systems support the families and caregivers 
of deaf or hard of hearing infants/children in optimizing their language, 
literacy, and social-emotional development. 

Priority Areas:
A. Supporting state/territory organizations that provide support to 

families of deaf or hard of hearing children.

B. Coordinating with the NTRC and state/territory EHDI programs in 
improving family engagement, partnership, and leadership.

C. Collaborating with established Deaf Mentor programs for family 
support.

Type of Award: One (1) Cooperative Agreement

Award Amount: Up to $500,000 per year

Time: 3 year project period (2017 – 2020)
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Recipient: Hands & Voices
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http://www.handsandvoices.org/fl3/index.html

http://www.handsandvoices.org/fl3/index.html


Program: Leadership Education in Neurodevelopmental and 
Related Disabilities (LEND) - Pediatric Audiology

Goal:
To support the clinical and leadership training of pediatric audiology 
trainees within EHDI system.
Priority Areas:

A. Strengthen the focus on screening, treatment, and follow-up in 
infants and young children who are deaf or hard of hearing and 
who have autism spectrum disorder (ASD).

B. Increase the number of pediatric audiologists with clinical and 
leadership skills and expertise in delivering care to infants and 
young children with ASD and/or other Developmental Disabilities 
(DD).

C. Increase enrollment of infants and children with ASD and/or 
other DD who are deaf or hard of hearing into EI services.

Type of Award: Twelve (12) Supplements

Award Amount: Up to $80,000 per year 

Time: 5 year project period (2016 – 2021)
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Recipient: LEND Programs
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https://www.aucd.org/
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https://www.aucd.org/


Initiative: Medical Home Implementation

Goal:
To increase the EHDI system’s ability to support the implementation and 
use of a family-centered medical home model of care for children who are 
deaf or hard of hearing.
Priority Areas:
A. Ensure every child who is deaf or hard of hearing is diagnosed and 

receives appropriate, timely intervention services.
B. Enhance health care providers’ knowledge about the EHDI 1-3-6 

guidelines.
C. Ensure newborn hearing screening results are communicated to all 

parents and reported according to state laws, regulations and 
guidelines.

D. Incorporate EHDI into an integrated, medical home approach to child 
health.

Type of Award: One (1) Supplement

Award Amount: Up to $200,000 per year

Time: 2 year project period (2016 – 2018)
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Recipient: American Academy of Pediatrics

https://www.aap.org/en-us/advocacy-and-policy/aap-health-initiatives/PEHDIC/pages/early-hearing-
detection-and-intervention.aspx
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https://www.aap.org/en-us/advocacy-and-policy/aap-health-initiatives/PEHDIC/pages/early-hearing-detection-and-intervention.aspx


HRSA EHDI Webpage
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https://mchb.hrsa.gov/maternal-child-health-initiatives/early-hearing-detection-and-intervention.html

https://mchb.hrsa.gov/maternal-child-health-initiatives/early-hearing-detection-and-intervention.html
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What does this look like in your State/Territory?

State EHDI 
Coordinator 
@ Health 
Department, 
University, etc.

NCHAM

Hands & 
Voices

Family Based 
Organization 
(FBO)

LEND 
Pediatric 

Audiology 
trainees

AAP EHDI 
Chapter 

Champion



Questions?
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Contact Information 

Michelle Koplitz, MHS
Project Officer, Early Hearing Detection and Intervention
Maternal and Child Health Bureau (MCHB)
Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA)
Email: mkoplitz@hrsa.gov
Video Phone: 301-880-4480
Web: mchb.hrsa.gov
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mailto:mkoplitz@hrsa.gov
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Connect with HRSA

To learn more about our agency, visit

www.HRSA.gov

FOLLOW US:

Sign up for the HRSA eNews
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http://www.hrsa.gov/
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USHHSHRSA/subscriber/new?qsp=HRSA-subscribe
https://www.facebook.com/HRSAgov/
https://twitter.com/HRSAgov
https://www.linkedin.com/company/1159357/
https://www.youtube.com/user/HRSAtube
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