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Chicago Hearing Society (CHS) empowers people who 
are Deaf, DeafBlind or Hard of Hearing to 
communicate and collaborate by providing an array of 
social services, advocacy, support programs and 
assistive technology products.  

 Youth Program (school age)

 Connections Program (Deaf Mentors)

 CHOICES for Parents (all ages)
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Youth Program
 Brings together young people who are deaf or hard of hearing

 Provides structured, creative activities that give youngsters opportunities to 
exercise responsibility, leadership and independent living skills

A.R.M.E.D. (Adult Role Models in Education of the Deaf)
 Recruits deaf and hard of hearing professionals to visit school classrooms and 

talk about their jobs with students who are deaf or hard of hearing

Connections Program (Deaf, DeafBlind, Hard of Hearing Mentors)
 A child’s natural ability to develop language is strongest within the first years of 

life and family members are their primary source of language

 Links D/DB/HH adults with families
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CHOICES for Parents 
 Statewide coalition 

 Parents and professionals

 Ensuring that children with identified hearing loss and 
their families receive… 
 Resources

 Advocacy

 Information

 Services

 Support 

 Unbiased manner.
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RESEARCH

The “home literacy environment” supports language and literacy development 

Reading at home supports pre-reading skills

Family involvement and early enrollment in EI are strong predictors of positive 
language outcomes

Both adults and children in the deaf and hard-of-hearing community can enrich 
the family's experience by serving as mentors and role models

EHDI 2018 READ Kit



NOW WHAT?
A collaboration of our programs put us into an ideal position to reach 
families and foster a love of books.  
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READ KITS

Funded by Oberkotter Foundation
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READ KITS

Funded by Oberkotter Foundation
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READ KIT COMPONENTS

 Books

 Materials/toys connected with the books

 Suggested Activities Sheet

 2 DVD Videos “Fostering a Love of Books: Reading to Your Child Who is Deaf, 
Hard of Hearing, or DeafBlind”
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View the videos at www.CHOICESforParents.org/literacyEHDI 2018 READ Kit



READING STRATEGIES

Creating a 
Reading 

Environment
Positioning 
Your Child

Engaging Your 
Child

Making it 
Language 

Rich

Checking for 
Understanding

Expanding 
Language Turn Taking Developing 

Vocabulary
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HOW CAN YOU MAKE A READ KIT?

Select a book or two (themes)

Select toys to complement the 
book/theme

Develop a list of activities to do with the 
books
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TIPS FOR USING WITH FAMILIES

View videos and webinars together.  Discuss how they would apply 
with their child.

Online 
Videos

Complete the suggested activities together.  Connect the activities 
with the reading strategies.  Use Deaf/DB/HH Mentors!  Activities

Leave READ Kit with families for a few weeks.  Better yet, work 
together to create a READ Kit using books within their home!Check in
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