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The Language Environment During the Covid-19 Pandemic for Children with Hearing Loss

I N T R O D U C T I O N

C O N C L U S I O N S

S U R V E Y

R E S U L T S
•   We are investigating how the pandemic has 

impacted (1) the home language 
environment, (2)  early intervention 
services, and (3) experiences with telehealth 
for families of children with hearing loss.

•  We administered an online parent survey in 
research cohorts in Ohio and Colorado 
towards the end of the initial state- 
mandated lockdown periods (March- May 
2020).

•  26 parents of children (0-3 years of age) who 
have hearing loss completed the survey 

•  22 items in total
•  4 items about the typical language 

environment in the home before the 
pandemic

•  4 items about the home environment 
during the lockdown period (Figures 1-3)

•  3 items about usual speech-language 
therapy services prior to the pandemic 

•  3 items about speech-language therapy 
services during the lockdown period 
(Figures 4-6)

•  3 items about the telehealth process 
(Figures 7-9)

•  Parents listed language activities targeted 
during therapy, pre-pandemic and during 
the lockdown (see box on upper right)

•  The pandemic disrupted some aspects of home 
activities and early intervention services.

•  Families spent more time with their children 
during the lockdown, which could bene�t them.

•  Storybook reading frequency did not change.
•  Some families experienced less frequent therapy 

sessions, and some reported a change in service 
goals during the lockdown.

•  We do not know how these changes will impact 
long-term language; future work needs to track 
these children’s language growth to understand 
the full impact of the pandemic. 
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On average, how many times per week do you read storybooks with your child?

How has the amount of time that your child spends with you and the other 
members of your household changed?

much more
than normal

much less
 than normal

How disruptive was the lockdown to your child’s speech-language therapy 

not 
disruptive

very 
disruptive

1 2 3 4 5 

R E S U L T S

How easy was the 
Echeck-in process?

Were teletherapy sessions e�ective in working towards your child's 
language goals?

1 2 3 4 5 
not e�ective

 at all
very 

e�ective

1 2 3 4 5 
very 

di�cult
very 
easy

1 2 3 4 5 
very 

di�cult
very 
easy

How easy was navigating the 
telehealth platform (i.e., Zoom)?

Frequency of Speech-Therapy Sessions:

None

<1x per m
onth

1x/m
onth

2x/m
onth

1x/w
eek

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

Duration of Speech-Therapy Sessions:

30 m
in

45 m
in

1 hour

> 1 hour
0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

18

Once in 
a while

A few 
times/week

Daily Throughout 
the day

Never Once/
month

DailyOnce/
week

•  12/26 (46%) parents reported no change in 
therapy activities pre-covid to the lockdown 
period

•  3 parents (12%) reported “checking in”, “discussing 
concerns” or “things to keep kiddo busy”, instead of 
the language activities reported pre-covid

•  3 parents (12%) reported no activities targeted 
during therapy, when they had reported pre-covid 
activities (e.g., “Ling sounds” or “pronouncing 
consonants”)

•  6 parents (23%) reported di�erent activities 
pre-covid vs. during covid (e.g., pre-covid activities 
were “speech sounds and articulation” while during 
the lockdown activities were “following directions 
and bookreading”)
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no signi�cant 
changes

several fami-
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from ‘through-
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more or much 
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report the lock-
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a range of 
responses, with 
some parents 

indicating high 
e�ectiveness but 

others rating 
teletherapy as less 

or not e�ective

How frequently do you engage in language activities that are targeted during 
your child’s (tele)therapy sessions?
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Q:  “PRIMARY AC TIVIT IES  TARGE TED 
DURING THERAPY:”
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