




The Guidelines & Advice:

All babies should 
be screened for 
hearing loss no 
later than 1 month 
of age.

Children who are at risk for acquired, 
progressive, or delayed-onset hearing loss 
should have at least one hearing test by 2 to 2 
1/2 years of age.

If parents have 
concerns about 
their child’s 
hearing, speak to 
your child’s 
doctor.



● Passed UNHS
● Missed UNHS
● Known/Unknown 

Risk Factors
● Missed 

Developmental 
Milestones

● Unrecognized signs 
or behaviors



Facts to Remember

The National Center for Hearing 
Assessment and Management 
(NCHAM) estimates that: 

● The number of children with 
hearing loss doubles during 
early childhood--from 
approximately 3 in 1000 at birth 
to 6 in 1000 by school age.

The Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC) estimates that:

● Nearly 15% of children ages 
6-19 years of age have some 
level of permanent hearing 
loss. 



Most Common Risk Factors



Most Common Risk Factors



Once a Year: Let’s Talk About the Other Half



The Mission: 

#1: Improve postnatal hearing loss identification rates of 
children birth through school age by raising community 
awareness about the:

● Prevalence
● Risk Factors
● Signs
● Consequences of Late-Identification



The Impact: 

We believe increased community awareness and specific 
calls to action will:

● Increase number of children screened for hearing loss
● Grow EI and/or Part B enrollment
● Reduce speech, language and other developmental delays
● Improve Kindergarten readiness and success
● Connect families to Family Based Organizations sooner
● Lead to positive outcomes at home, at school, and                                    

in life



2022 Goals:  

Our Top Three:

● Inform and Engage with State Agencies and Community 
Organizations

● Establish a Robust and Active Army of Local/National 
Ambassadors & Champions

● Assist at least 20 States in Launching LOHL Awareness 
Activities in 2022
○ Help individual communities select ONE area of 

concern each year



Find Us Here:







Also, Find Us Here:

@lohlawareness@lohl.awareness.week



GREAT NEWS! 



Let’s Talk More!

CONTACT INFORMATION:
Valerie James Abbott
Co-founder of Late Onset Hearing Loss Awareness Week
valeriejamesabbott@gmail.com
www.valeriejamesabbott.com

mailto:valeriejamesabbott@gmail.com


Questions/Ideas? 

Give me a minute, 
please. I’m trying 
to remember what 
I already forgot.
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