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Project Background
NJ EHDI HRSA Deliverable 

In the 2021-2022 HRSA grant year, NJ EHDI worked on collaborating  with NJ Head 
Start programs on streamlining their federally required initial hearing screening 
services to all children within 45 days of enrollment.  Collaboration included 
partnering with Montclair State University (MSU) audiology and speech-language 
pathology graduate program to establish evidence-based and accessible 
screening programs for local and county-based Head Start programs. In addition, 
New Jersey EHDI provided training to screeners of children in Early Head Start 
(birth to 3 years) on reporting results using the New Jersey Immunization 
Information Systems (NJIIS) EHDI module



Diverse Entities Working Together

● Communication: We brought together stakeholder groups for information 
sharing, planning, and partnering. 

● Access: We facilitated Head Start agencies’ to access and utilize appropriate 
hearing screening protocol and referrals for children enrolled in Early Head Start 
and Head Start

● Systems: We are in the process of planning future partnerships and developing 
cross agency state systems for screening hearing in early childhood



Considerations for Establishing Collaborative 
Head Start Hearing Screenings
● Providing an overview of proposed hearing screening project to Head Start Administrators 

and to NJ’s sole audiology graduate program
● Review study “A Multi-State Study of The Effectiveness of Hearing Screenings Done With 

Preschool Aged Children” 2018, Goldstein, A. and McInerney, M.
○ Developed Qualtrics Survey for Head Start Directors

● Outreach to State licensing board for audiologists and speech-language pathologists 
○ Obtain statutory clarification regarding pediatric hearing screening administration at a 

federal agency venue (e.g., Head Start) by non-licensed individuals  
○ To determine if licensed audiologists or speech-language pathologists can train 

unlicensed support personnel to conduct pediatric hearing screening



Considerations for Establishing Collaborative 
Head Start Hearing Screenings
● Collaboratively determining sites for first phase of project

○ Geographic areas as of greatest need
○ Locations that were in close proximity to participating graduate school 

program
○ Venues with acoustically sound environments for screening administration

● Ensuring availability of licensed audiologists to supervise screening activities
● Verification that screening equipment (that has undergone manufacturer 

performance review within the year) is available for each screening location
○ OAE; tympanometry and portable pure tone audiometers
○ How many pieces of equipment will be needed
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Needs Assessment Survey for Head Start Offices 
Throughout NJ
● Collaboratively crafted online survey developed to determine knowledge, needs 

and interest in participating in the NJ Head Start; MSU and NJ EHDI Screening 
Project 



Collaborative Head Start Hearing Screenings

● Development of bilingual hearing screening materials for parents 
○ Results/recommendations 
○ Importance of hearing screening and follow-up
○ Locations of pediatric audiology sites for follow-up testing

● Provision of a variety of toys (for play audiometry) and objects of interest to 
young children to hold their interest during OAE and/or tympanometry 
screening

● Request names and DOBs of all children to be screened 
○ To prepopulate screening forms
○ To review newborn hearing screening and, if applicable, diagnostic 

audiologic evaluation results



Screening Protocol 
& Screening Form 
ASHA 110701



Literature for Parents 



Letters to Parents



NJ Head Start Screening Outcomes

● Location #1: Early Head Start and Head Start in Hamilton, NJ 10/14/21: 
○ 46 Pass
○ 20 Refer
○ 4 CNT

● Location #2: Early Head Start and Head Start in Union, NJ (10/18/21):
○ 28 Pass
○ 4 Refer
○ 2 CNT

● Repeat Screening Visit to Location #2 (for children missed on 10/21/21):
○ 9 pass



Online Reporting of Head Start Screening Results
● After completing necessary confidentiality 

documentation, 16 MSU audiology graduate students 
were given access to training on use of the NJ EHDI 
Program’s online reporting system
○ Online reporting module is included in the New 

Jersey Immunization Information System (NJIIS)
○ NJIIS includes newborn hearing screening results; 

diagnostic audiologic testing; audiologic monitoring 
and includes information on risk-indicators for 
possible late onset hearing loss



Online Reporting of Head Start Screening Results
● As a result of this training, NJ EHDI is investigating 

enhancements to their reporting system to include fields 
that are more in line with a Head Start/Early Head Start 
hearing screening experience
○ Adding a section that would reflect pure tone 

screening outcomes
○ Include reporting options for children who refer on 

one screening technology and pass on the other (in 
cases where both OAE and PT screening are 
performed)  



Montclair State University Audiology Graduate 
Students Reveal The Head Start Screening 
Experience  



A Head Start Staff Discusses their EHDI/Head 
Start Experience 



Considerations the Future 
● Fall and spring site visit planning in the works
● Modification of NJ EHDI screening form currently in use for newborn hearing 

screening and follow-up to accommodate addition of pure tone screening 
results as well as the various possible outcomes of screening with 2 
screening methodologies for the older Head Start children

● Outreach to additional graduate programs for speech-language pathology 
students to partner with Head State programs in various geographic 
locations throughout NJ
○ With oversight by a NJ licensed audiologist with expertise in assessing 

young children



Considerations for the Future 
Modification of current screening protocol to allow for an additional screening 
visit to each Head Start within 2 weeks of initial screening encounter to rescreen 
those children who didn’t pass their screenings as well as to screen children who 
were missed at the first visit

Explore possibility of incorporating tympanometry screening in future Head Start 
screenings for children who don’t pass OAE or pure tone screening

Establish a quality assurance protocol with each Head Start site to monitor 
compliance with follow-up audiologic services for children who did not pass screening



Thank you!
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