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About
We are a social impact nonprofit 
representing people with disabilities, 
mental health needs, and people who 
are Deaf, DeafBlind, and Hard of 
Hearing.

We are grassroots. We are change
markers. We are Anixter.



About Me:
• BA English Literature (Oberlin College)

• MA Deaf Studies: Early Language Advocacy 

(Gallaudet University)

• DHH Educator

• Youth and Family Connections Coordinator

• Hearing

• Disabled



Agenda

How We Sit

How We Read

How We Reread

What We Read



How We Sit



• Describe what is happening

• Connect English text to what you read

• Elaborate

• Follow the child’s lead

• Adjust reading style to fit the story

• Expect success

How We Read

Spring (2015)
Ailie Busby



Attention Maintenance 
Strategies

• Use eye gaze

• Allow wait time

• Shift the book to draw attention

• Engage with facial expressions

• Utilize peripheral vision 



Signing Aloud: ASL Tips

• Use ASL variation for 
repetitive phrases

• Adjust sign style and 
placement

• Incorporate fingerspelling

Duke the Deaf Dog: Never Mind! (2019)
Kelly Brakenhoff, illus. Theresa Murray



• Explain the story 

• Add in more next time 

• Add dialogue or narration

• Ask questions

• Expand and elaborate

• Focus on repeated phrases

• Point out specific words 

Baby Loves: The Five Senses Hearing! (2019)
Ruth Spiro, illus. Irene Chan

How We Reread



Ada and the Helpers (2020)
Travis D. Peterson, illus. Melissa Fischer



What We Read



Zoom, Zoom, Zoom! (2018) Annie Kubler
First Time Doctor (2011) Jess Stockham
Bounce & Jiggle (2008) Sanja Rescek
First Time Nursery (2009) Jess Stockham



Ada and the Helpers (2021)
Travis D. Peterson, illus. Melissa Fischer 

The Adventures of Billie BAHA (2020)
Jessica Jordan-Hogan



Teaching Reading Online
• Connect the text to their real world

• Engage family in meaning-making

• Provide something tangible

• Select interactive texts

Baby Loves: The Five Senses Hearing! (2019)
Ruth Spiro, illus. Irene Chan

The Adventures of Billie BAHA (2020)
Jessica Jordan-Hogan

Let’s Hear It for Almigal (2012)
Wendy Kupfer, illus. Tammie Lyon



One, Two, Three…Jump! (2013)
Carol Thompson



I Am Amazingly Unique (2021)
Stephany Simmons, illus. Debora Mini



Contact Me

Illustrations by Izzy Moore (eggsoverizzy@gmail.com) 

mailto:eggsoverizzy@gmail.com
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