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https://handsandvoices.org/virtual-waiting-room/docs/P2P_DadsChecklist.pdf


Who Created This Guide?
● Input, wisdom and guidance provided 

by the Fathers Task Force, fathers of 
children who are deaf and hard of 
hearing  representing diverse lived 
experiences and choices. 

● Supported by the Early Hearing 
Detection and Intervention (EHDI) 
Parent to Parent Committee 
● national, interdisciplinary, interagency, inter-

organizational and diverse parent/professional 
group of volunteer stakeholders.



Terminology

• *This checklist focuses on the role of “father,” and it 
applies to any person who feels that they fulfill this role in 
a child’s life. 



Checklist’s Purpose
• To assert a father’s right to have high 

expectations for their child.

• To ensure new fathers know why, what, and 
how to access expertise, resources and 
information for their child who is dhh. 

• So fathers know they are not alone; share 
information about the benefits and 
availability of other fathers and adults who 
are dhh.



Checklist Topics
● Learning Curve For New Dads
● Language And Communication
● Relationships:  Partner, Providers,    

Extended Family & Community
● A Father’s Well-being
● School
● Child’s Well-being
● High Expectations
● Pro Tips From Fathers To Professionals 



Example Of Content - Relationships



Tips For Sharing The Checklist
Professionals & Parent/DHH leaders:

• Share guide with individual families
• Host events for fathers
• Add to your website
• Add to a packet for new parents
• Distribute on social media and newsletters
• Highlight a dad’s response in your social media 



- Milez Penninger

“It’s very unlikely I would bump into dads 
who have kids like mine. 

I don’t have other dads in my life. 
Our discussion here shows how crucial it is to 

give fathers opportunities to connect.”



Current Project
Support for Families in Rural 

Communities 
(and for the providers who serve them)

Sign up to get updates:  Email Sara Kennedy or Candace Lindow-Davies

mailto:sara@handsandvoices.org
mailto:candace@handsandvoices.org


Past Projects

QUESTIONS TO ASK SERIES

(AUDIOLOGIST, ENT, GENETICIST, ETC.)

A Community Of Support:  Connecting Families Of Children Who Are D/Hh With Individuals Who Are D/HH

DECISION GUIDE TO 
COMMUNICATION CHOICES 

MAKING A PLAN FOR YOUR CHILD: 
IFSP CONSIDERATIONS

A Community Of Support: Connecting Families Of Children Who Are Deaf And Hard Of Hearing Plus With Resources And Support

https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/hearingloss/freematerials.html
https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/hearingloss/freematerials.html
https://www.handsandvoices.org/resources/pubs/connecting-fams-guide.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/hearingloss/freematerials/commdecisionguide3508.pdf
https://www.handsandvoices.org/resources/pubs/DHH-Plus_connecting-families.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/hearingloss/freematerials.html


Contact 
Information

MILEZ PENNINGER

MYPENGUIN.MV@GMAIL.COM

TONY RONCO

TRONCO@CAHANDSANDVOICES.ORG

SARA KENNEDY

SARA@HANDSANDVOICES.ORG

CANDACE LINDOW-DAVIES

CANDACE@HANDSANDVOICES.ORG

mailto:mypenguin.mv@gmail.com
mailto:tronco@cahandsandvoices.org
mailto:sara@handsandvoices.org
mailto:candace@handsandvoices.org
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