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Learner Objectives
Participants will: 
• be able to list two ways to increase engagement with the 

pediatric audiology community.
• be able to explain how collaborative resource development 

results in increased use of resources.
• be able to describe how an audiology database can be 

created to increase access to services for families with 
children who are deaf/hard of hearing.



Maine
7 Category A Facilities
• 26 Audiologists

16 Category B Facilities
• 41 Audiologists

Maine’s population concentrated near the coast and southern part of 
the state
Most providers in southern Maine, creating challenges for access to 
audiological services for families in rural parts of the state



Category A 
Fa cilit ie s
Audiologists who provide 
testing for children from 
birth to 6 months of age

• Also provide services 
for children 6 months 
and older



Category B 
Fa cilit ie s

Audiologists who 
provide testing for 
children 6 months of 
age and older



Maine EHDI 
Pr ogr a m

Collaboration between 
The Maine Educational 
Center for the Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing (HRSA 
grantee) and Maine 
Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC grantee)



Role of the Clinical Audiologist

• One of the first providers encountered by the family
• Tasked with presenting diagnostic information and counseling families on 

next steps in process
• Crucial team member in EHDI process; sharing of diagnostic results 

triggers other EHDI program activities
o EI referral
o Parent Consultant communication
o Data system entry



Maine Pediatric Audiology Workgroup
• Consists of all interested audiologists in the state who serve the 

pediatric population

• Managed by Audiology Consultant to the State EHDI Program

• Goals of the group
o Intrastate Collaboration
o Information and training re: EHDI system
o Resource development
o Continuing education opportunities



Information and Training

• Constant dialogue regarding data reporting to EHDI program
o Feedback re: difficulties/ quirks with system

• Consultation regarding complex patients
o Clarity on reporting, referrals to EI

• Information regarding available resources

• Relevant continuing education opportunities



Resource Development
• On a voluntary basis
• Opportunity for the clinical audiologists to share their 

perspectives, experience, and expertise
o Important as EHDI program staff are not clinical audiologists

• Resources created to date:
o Tipsheets

o ABR
o Behavioral testing
o Hearing technology (hearing aids, cochlear implants)
o Risk Monitoring



Resource Development

• Resources in process:
o Tipsheets

o Ear infections and temporary conductive hearing levels
o Auditory Neuropathy Spectrum Disorder
o Hearing aid care and troubleshooting
o Permanent conductive hearing levels
o Technology options for children with unilateral hearing levels 

o Physician resource
o Letter to physicians re: impacts of hearing loss, importance of 

additional referrals, and available resources in state









Continuing Education Opportunities

• Targeted CE opportunities for pediatric audiologists
• Free or low-cost opportunities
• Zoom or in-person locally
• AAA Journal Club



Pediatric Audiologist Database



Pediatric Audiologist Database



Pediatric Audiologist Database



Pediatric Audiologist Database



Why is this important?
• Workgroup Meetings: Opportunities for collaboration among 

clinicians, discussions about issues impacting state
• Resource Development: Ownership over resources being shared 

with families, ability to share information that might not be as 
obvious to EHDI program staff during development of resources
o Families receiving similar information regardless of clinic

• Continuing Education: Unique opportunities to learn about 
relevant topics in pediatric audiology close to home

• Pediatric Audiologist Database: increasing visibility of clinics 
across the state, making details about clinic offerings more 
readily available to the public



How to implement in another state?

• Outreach/networking
• Regional groups if necessary depending on size of 

state/number of audiologists
• Surveys
• Actionable changes based on audiologist feedback 
• Offer CEU opportunities
• Invite audiologists to be a part of as much as 

possible



Questions/Comments?

katherine.duncan@mecdhh.org
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