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important to use 
visual strategies 
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Identify at least three Deaf Gain contributions to society

Which of the following is NOT an example of Deaf Gain?

a) Captioning
b) Hearing Loss
c) Eye Contact
d) Football Huddle



Identify at least three Deaf Gain contributions to society

Which of the following is NOT an example of Deaf Gain?

a) Captioning
b) Hearing Loss
c) Eye Contact
d) Football Huddle



“realizing that deaf people have brought to 
the world unique ways of living and being 

as visual beings.”

Bauman & Murray, 2014



Deaf Gain

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FrLoCB5i5KY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FrLoCB5i5KY
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Deaf Gain

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FrLoCB5i5KY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FrLoCB5i5KY







Deaf Gain
Closed Captioning

J. Trelease, personal communication, September, 19, 2005

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Pm82EYtYdBC0CZUfRlmOLhlM9PEtx2yy/view?usp=share_link




Deaf Gain
Football Huddle

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=15tbq12Fzvc
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Deaf Gain
Football Huddle

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=15tbq12Fzvc
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Deaf Gain
Signing with Babies

https://sites.prh.com/signwithyourbaby

https://sites.prh.com/signwithyourbaby


Deaf Gain
Deaf Parents

Davidson et al., 2014;Yoshinaga-Itano et al., 2017

Vocabulary 
Advantage

Bilingual Bimodal 
Advantage



Deaf Gain
Deaf Role Models

Greater language 
gains

Strong sense of 
competence in their 
child’s upbringing

Hintermair, 2000; Watkins et al., 1998



Deaf adult role models are everywhere!Connect with us!

and many more…
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The case for using visual strategies in spoken and 
sign language learning

ALL language learning is multi-modal 

Infants point and gesture before their first 
words

Infants’ pointing fosters early language 
growth

Hollich, 2000; Woodward, 2004



Meaningful interactions include gesture and 
affect

More redundancy in information across 
modalities boosts language

Adults’ use of eye-gaze, pointing and 
gestures helps children’s language 
growth

Deaf children need the same multi-
modal language tools

Booth et al, 2006
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List at least three visual strategies Deaf adults use for effective communication 

https://dliaconnect.huntersoe.org/welcome/dlia-visual-strategies

https://dliaconnect.huntersoe.org/welcome/dlia-visual-strategies


Deaf Parents/Teachers: 
Attention

Masataka, 1996; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E7IlnTG7wzk

Elicit attention 
with eye gaze 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E7IlnTG7wzk







Deaf Parents/Teachers: 
Parentese

Masataka, 1996

Exaggerate 
movements 



Deaf Parents/Teachers: 
Joint Attention

Gale & Schick, 2009

Provide 
time to 
explore 



Deaf Parents/Teachers: 
Shared Reading

Schleper, 1996

Adjusting sign 
placement to 
fit the story



List at least three visual strategies Deaf adults use for effective communication 

https://dliaconnect.huntersoe.org/welcome/dlia-visual-strategies

https://dliaconnect.huntersoe.org/welcome/dlia-visual-strategies
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