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Who We Are…







Deaf+ or Deaf with disability



3 Ways: Families Can Apply Fostering Joy

Deliberately schedule time with your child

Document frequently– expressing gratitude rewires your 
brain to be more positive

Reflect on how far you’ve come



3 Ways: Family to Family Support 

Welcome Families 
with JOY

Creating JOYFUL
Events

Fostering Joy
Online



3 Ways: DHH Adult Role Models/Guides & Mentors

Share personal experiences with 
families, including our JOYS

Present Fostering Joy for Kids
Journal to families



3 Ways: D/HH Superheroes Spreading Joy

Offer events with opportunities 
to meet D/HH Adult Role 
Models/Guides and Mentors who 
are Joy Ambassadors



3 Ways:  DHH Educators & Early Interventionists

Add the word “joy” to your 
vernacular

Collect data through a Fostering 
Joy lens

Create Joy IFSP/IEP goals

Tips courtesy of Jennifer Clark



3 Ways:  Medical & Audiology Providers

Establish a “Team Lead” for 
Fostering Joy 

Utilize the Fostering Joy Tip Sheets 
and resources when meeting with 
families

Engage medical record “smart 
phrasing” to embed Fostering Joy 
resources in the Visit Summary

Tips courtesy of Stephanie Olson



3 ways: Professionals Supporting Families

Describe the role of JOY, even in 
“tough times”

Ask about families’ cultural and 
personal perspectives on JOY

“If we were to find some JOY in 
that circumstance, what do you 
think it might look like?



JOY Resources For Professionals



JOY Resources for Families



Questions? Drawing! Contact Information:

amyszarkowski@cccbsd.org

bethj@nvhandsandvoices.org

drrashaundavis@gmail.com

Heidy.Nazario@lssmn.org

Candace@handsandvoices.org
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