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Who We Are & A Little About Us



List 3 actions/strategies  promote pragmatics

Objectives

Identify tools to measure pragmatics, 0-3 years

Write IFSP/IEP goals to promote prag development



Who is in the audience?

https://universityofcolorado8.vevox.com/#/
meeting/569407/polls

Vevox.app

ID 144-512-461

https://universityofcolorado8.vevox.com/#/meeting/569407/polls
https://universityofcolorado8.vevox.com/#/meeting/569407/polls


What is 
Pragmatics?

Tell us your 
thoughts!

https://jamboard.google.com/d/1dWuGaf3ibNzhqm0hq8
QNq0f2CafJls8iDiMPBTilJ8k/edit?usp=sharing

https://jamboard.google.com/d/1dWuGaf3ibNzhqm0hq8QNq0f2CafJls8iDiMPBTilJ8k/edit?usp=sharing
https://jamboard.google.com/d/1dWuGaf3ibNzhqm0hq8QNq0f2CafJls8iDiMPBTilJ8k/edit?usp=sharing


Use language in 
context to engage 

with others

Socio-cultural & dev. 
contexts that shape 

exchanges Understanding 
human interactions 

in specific contexts & 
engaging 

Pragmatics Definitions

Matthews et al., 2018

Kuchiro et al., 2020

Mood & Szarkowski et 
al., 2020



Video 2 – Dad and baby video

What Pragmatics “Looks Like” in the 
Early Years

Video 1 – Dad interprets baby vocalizations

https://www.instagram.com/reel/Cumq481OYpr/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/CtuMS3Fgw86/


Early Attachment
Social Development
Language Development
Academics
Employment
Well-being

Why Pragmatics are Important



It was very important to me to not appear “stupid.” So, I would 
often fake it in situations. I wish I was taught some coping 
strategies early on. This would have gone a long way in 
helping develop real relationships.   – DHH adult

Deaf/Hard of Hearing Adult Perspectives

Young et al., 2020



Why !

Pragmatics: The Deaf Experience



She is so quiet

Others’ Perspectives

She always watches others

She follows her friends

She smiles a lot

She is a sweet girl



Guess which one is me?



She talks but… 
I think she 

might be Deaf

The Teacher 
who knew

She is sometimes a little awkward

She stares at everyone

She is always scanning the room

She is always looking at the kids in the back

She is so sweet

She is so quiet



Silent Struggles



Speech isn’t 
everything!



Simplifying 
language 

simplifies the 
child’s world



Energy – Exhaustion - Isolation



Power of Peers with Shared Lived Experiences



Reflections with Mom



Access Pragmatics Well-Being

Open Discussion



Lingering into Adulthood



Explaining Pragmatics 
to Parents

— Include a credit, citation, or supporting message

Paul et al., 2020From Szarkowski & Mood, 2022



Attachment: The Foundation of Language

Infant & caregiver - Affectionate bond

Infants’ security  

Internal working model of relationships

Responsiveness to cues modeling 

back-and-forth communication



How can caregivers 
& EI Providers 

support 
pragmatics?



Important skills to master 0-12 months

Social smile
Imitation
Tuning into others’ expressions
Early social games (peekaboo)
Early gestures
Early turn taking
Give to comment/request
Point for joint attention



Supporting Pragmatics 0-12 months

Assume all behavior is 
communication

Coaching to support awareness 
and response

Let’s talk about tech use

Meeting Deaf role models and 
mentors 



Pragmatics at 12- 24 months 

What does pragmatic language look like now?

Nonverbal

Verbal/Signed

Emergence of variety of communicative intents

Play

Katie at 18 months

https://www.instagram.com/reel/CzCy2yTOsSV/


Strategies to Promote Pragmatics 

at 12- 24 months 

Remember Katie?

What did caregiver do to 
support pragmatics?



Pragmatics - 24-36 Months

Expansion of 
Pragmatics Intents

Request
Clarify
Answer questions

Cooperative Play

Emergence of role play

Video: 
Coming home 
from “work”

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mAcrS-Yop7C1ys4n_J7Tl991b8gB6oc_/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mAcrS-Yop7C1ys4n_J7Tl991b8gB6oc_/view?usp=drive_link


Why is ToM important?

Theory of Mind

Beyond “narrate your day”

Expanding awareness - books

Early Humor

Mental State verbs

Video example: Playing with early theory of 
mind: “where’s your hand” video

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xfJwVEg2hRRkzeWhnZoM3m3yrbxPUyn8/view?usp=drive_link


Supporting mind-mindedness & 
Theory of Mind
Video: PreK ASL example

Video: Explaining Hide-and-Go-
Seek Hearing Mother/DHH child

https://www.instagram.com/reel/C3rG6LMueM0/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C2GuqvxOTTN/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C2GuqvxOTTN/


Group Exercise

Chloe’s Birthday Party

Think about 
pragmatic 
skills 
appropriate 
for 2-3 year 
olds

How could 
you embed 
more 
pragmatics 
focus in this 
interaction? 
(as a parent 
or a  
provider?) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DFJah1hoZjHv8gHKyw9fZxsgPgLv3UrM/view?usp=drive_link


Building Pragmatics into Daily Routines

Planning 
chart

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1umJ-QEVcoTRIHI6YZ-Pm0ISwA0_1nF4-/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=111442747065195027555&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1clz6Xlh55YJ0_Iu3Gt_iy2JRVxWCPv3X/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=111442747065195027555&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1clz6Xlh55YJ0_Iu3Gt_iy2JRVxWCPv3X/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=111442747065195027555&rtpof=true&sd=true


Transition to Preschool

Considering 
pragmatics in 
determining 
eligibility and 
need for services

Recruiting 
support from 
school-based 
providers who 
“get” pragmatics

Building 
pragmatics goals 
into IEPS- not 
just vocabulary

Helping to “share 
the news” about 
pragmatics



Preschool Routines

Dramatic play
Snack time
Playground
Circle time
Welcome & farewell
Sensory play
Structured learning time
Specialists
Interventions
Physical Education
Music

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GUscPbWyU1a_NiMXyA5DdGBcTT6nte13/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=111442747065195027555&rtpof=true&sd=true


Pragmatic Assessment in Early 
Childhood 

Developmental 
Checklists (e.g. 

TPBA)

CELF-P Pragmatics 
checklist

The Pragmatics 
Checklist (Goberis et 

al., 2012)

CID Preschool 
Pragmatic Language 

Rating Form

Other preferred 
tools?

https://drive.google.com/file/d/145DSS18_iibVhwD-Le8PFghpo6oxxf6e/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/145DSS18_iibVhwD-Le8PFghpo6oxxf6e/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/145DSS18_iibVhwD-Le8PFghpo6oxxf6e/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Izl6_ha_tHF0badX83MTXxhGmgXlRInm/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Izl6_ha_tHF0badX83MTXxhGmgXlRInm/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H-RuWJfJgwC5tfQiJ9oUVJyvM6WUdxXI/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H-RuWJfJgwC5tfQiJ9oUVJyvM6WUdxXI/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H-RuWJfJgwC5tfQiJ9oUVJyvM6WUdxXI/view?usp=sharing


Pragmatic Skills Commonly Assessed

”Nonverbal” social communication (eye contact, joint attention, gesture)

Conversations & turn-taking

Understand/use of social conventions (e.g., attention getting, joining 
conversations/play interactions)

Responding to others’ implicit and explicit communication

Communication to others



What is missing?

Pragmatic 
Assessment



Group Work

Create potential IFSP goals to 
foster pragmatics in daily routines 
at home

Create possible IEP goals to foster 
pragmatics for preschool



Why Families Need Support

•Connect with trained 
parents
•Family Support 
Activities Guide
•Increase joy & 
inspiration - support for 
their own and their 
family’s well-being
https://www.handsandv
oices.org/fl3/topics/fam
-fam-support/need-
support.html

https://www.handsandvoices.org/fl3/topics/fam-fam-support/need-support.html
https://www.handsandvoices.org/fl3/topics/fam-fam-support/need-support.html
https://www.handsandvoices.org/fl3/topics/fam-fam-support/need-support.html
https://www.handsandvoices.org/fl3/topics/fam-fam-support/need-support.html


Resources for Families



Pediatrics Pragmatics Articles
Theory of Mind resource

Mental State terms
Pragmatics milestones & 

intervention
Pragmatic assessment 

comparison tool

Resources



Add a main pointWho can play to learn 
more?

Add a main point

How will your family support or 
early intervention grow 

this year?

Add a main pointWWDWBW?

Our North Star

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DU7tGcd88GZcK9zLrYA9EkBlktZQeXry/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VU_mBpPbjo2nAxzxhZyuV6K4_nHnmYGK/view?usp=drive_link


Creating a Better World for 
Children who are Deaf or Hard of 

Hearing Through Pragmatics
Thank you!
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