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Unlocking the Curriculum Principle

“The acquisition of a natural sign language 
should begin as early as possible in order to 
take advantage of critical period effects”

Unlocking the Curriculum 



Mini-Lessons on Visual Strategies
Attention

Elicit attention 
with eye gaze

Use pointing 
for reference

Combine kinesthetic, tactile & vocal 
stimulation

Parentese
Sign in slower tempo Repeat same words Exaggerate movements

Joint Attention 
Follow child’s lead Provide time to explore Engage in sequential interaction 

Shared Reading 
Keep both languages visible Use attention maintenance strategies Adjust sign placement to fit the story

12 Ways Deaf Adults Visually Interact with Young Children



https://dliaconnect.huntersoe.org/welcome/dlia-visual-strategies

Deaf Leadership International Alliance (DLIA)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nV9EzDXhoIo

https://dliaconnect.huntersoe.org/welcome/dlia-visual-strategies
http://drive.google.com/file/d/1P55T6gBDorS-VMaj3hc1Mhfh1DxKG7zH/view
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nV9EzDXhoIo


DLIA Webinar on Visual Strategies
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Family ASL Mini-Lessons



Family ASL Mini-Lessons

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1DuIJHo45YMgedgMMS9dbZ8fw4w09DPk9/view
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Mini-Lesson 1: Elicit Attention with Eye Gaze 

Connection

introduce
video

Teach

demonstrate
video

Active
Engagement

apply

Link

clarify

SKI-HI ASL at Home

Use signing that is 
especially 

meaningful

Get close and get 
their attention

Remind
video



What Elicit attention with eye gaze

Why Because deaf children do not always have access to sound, 
it is important to be sensitive to their visual needs. 

How Move your eyes in the child’s line of vision to elicit attention.

Activity Pay attention to your child’s visual needs related to eliciting 
attention with eye gaze. Share any comments or questions 
you may have next week. 

Mini-Lesson 1: Elicit Attention with Eye Gaze



Mini-Lesson 1: Elicit Attention with Eye Gaze



Mini-Lesson 5: Repeat Same Words

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1rbwFCPn6a8z32SefamWKkbCWr6UezjiS/view
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Mini-Lesson 5: Repeat Same Words 

Connection

introduce
video

Teach

demonstrate
video

Active
Engagement

apply

Link

clarify

SKI-HI ASL at Home

Using Sign 
Emphasis to 

Enhance Meaning

Technique, Say it 
Over and Over Again 

Remind
video



What Repeat same words

Why Because repeating signs provides children more 
opportunities to connect words.

How Sign HAPPY multiple times in a row.

Activity Pay attention to your child’s visual needs related to repeating 
same words in a row. Share any comments or questions you 
may have next week. 

Mini-Lesson 5: Repeat Same Words



Mini-Lesson 5: Repeat Same Words

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1jAMlEGVmsGBoFC2j9xuEKQz80ZJ-_nFc/view


Mini-Lesson 8: Provide Time to Explore

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1rbwFCPn6a8z32SefamWKkbCWr6UezjiS/view
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Mini-Lesson 8: Provide Time to Explore 

Connection

introduce

Teach

demonstrate
video

Active
Engagement

apply

Link

clarify

SKI-HI ASL at Home

More Looking and 
Learning

Technique: Watch 
and Respond 

Remind



What Provide time to explore

Why Because children need to use their eyes for full access to 
language, they need to divide their visual attention among 
objects (books, toys. etc.) and visual language.

How Allow child time to explore before initiating or continuing an 
interaction.

Activity Pay attention to your child’s visual needs related to  providing 
your child time to explore. Share any comments or questions 
you may have next week. 

Mini-Lesson 8: Provide Time to Explore



Mini-Lesson 8: Provide Time to Explore

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1jAMlEGVmsGBoFC2j9xuEKQz80ZJ-_nFc/view


Mini-Lesson 10: Keep Both Languages Visible

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1n5t4iESu7uF8Q1SWqGO-_DptbskGkey5/view
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Mini-Lesson 10: Keep Both Languages Visible

Connection

Introduce
video

Teach

demonstrate
video

Active
Engagement

apply

Link

clarify

SKI-HI ASL at Home

Story sharing in 
ASL

Technique: Sign in 
Their Bubble 

Remind
video



What Keep both languages visible

Why Because children need to use their eyes for access to 
language. Keeping the English text and signer visible will 
help make it easier for children to access both languages.

How Have the book on your stomach facing out to the child and 
use miniature signs on the book.

Activity Pay attention to your child’s visual needs related to keeping 
both languages visible. Share any comments or questions 
you may have next week.  

Mini-Lesson 10: Keep Both Languages Visible



Thank you!

FINISH                                      ENJOY   

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1Hvum7PFk0E5RFWXREwTatn9EkY2wVWaW/view


Mini-Lesson 1: Elicit Attention with Eye Gaze

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1n7d-6P_3NwG_6uqZ90BOvGj6I1RuKh2t/view


Mini-Lesson 1: Elicit Attention with Eye Gaze

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1USA-jiXjZkXu85HnGWDHIfrkAZC_VaTK/view


Mini-Lesson 1: Elicit Attention with Eye Gaze

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1wgFAlan8DxlWot_C8fhUNZyS6ULGsIjj/view


Mini-Lesson 5: Repeat Same Words

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1AbEjgncdZNft-G_RkocdMcucRCGXIkNJ/view


Mini-Lesson 5: Repeat Same Words

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1Hvum7PFk0E5RFWXREwTatn9EkY2wVWaW/view


Mini-Lesson 5: Repeat Same Words

http://drive.google.com/file/d/16VdqKba2974JdvR4vKPYrRUoy1AE_ecM/view


Mini-Lesson 8: Provide Time to Explore

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1VzLeHDrLXt414hDIuqHZ2lNnr__FYniG/view


Mini-Lesson 10: Keep Both Languages Visible

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1AbEjgncdZNft-G_RkocdMcucRCGXIkNJ/view


Mini-Lesson 10: Keep Both Languages Visible

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1umqk5-_8NZcPuZpimVoB_dcFXJCgYPWH/view


Mini-Lesson 10: Keep Both Languages Visible

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1wgFAlan8DxlWot_C8fhUNZyS6ULGsIjj/view


This presentation was supported by the National Institute on Deafness and Other Communication 
Disorders of the National Institutes of Health under Award Number R01DC016901. 

The content is solely the responsibility of the presentators and does not necessarily represent the 
official views of the National Institutes of Health.
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