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Sara Kennedy

● Parent of a Deaf young adult 
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Who and Why?
● Highlight the knowledge and experience of the

committee
● Create a unique resource
● Support families with limited resources and

challenging commutes
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A Look Inside…
While remote access has 
only grown in popularity and 
use since COVID, rural 
families can’t rely on the 
internet consistently. 
It also may be unaffordable 
or inappropriate for our 
child’s needs. 
What can a system of care 
do? 



Pro Tips: Rural Families to Providers
● Develop close working ties with the families you 

serve
● Listen carefully to unique considerations
● Know available regional, statewide and national 

services available
● Take the burden off of families to navigate systems
● Create opportunities for the DHH child to improve 

advocacy skills and knowledge as they grow
● Consider how each family learns and wants to 

receive information
● And more…



How Does Your EHDI System 
Serve Rural Families? 

● What is the percentage of rural families 
served vs. Lost to Follow Up?

● Are there barriers shared? 
● Are rural families invited to leadership?
● Are rural families offered similar services in 

screening, diagnostics, Early Intervention 
and school-based services? 

● How can you better engage rural families in 
your EHDI system? 



Current EHDI P2P Project
Social Emotional Resources for Families 

● Empower families to be proud of their child
● Build a foundation for identity
● Focus on Social Language 
● Support self-advocacy 

Coming Next!!! Raising Awareness of Hearing Screening Before Birth



Past Projects

● Questions to Ask Series (ENT, 
Audiologist, etc. )

● Making a Plan for Your Child: IFSP 
Considerations



Contact us: 

Teri Urban

vahandsandvoices@gmail.com

Sara Kennedy

sara@handsandvoices.org

EHDI P2P Co-Chair 
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