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poll Speech and sound are 
not necessary to become a 
successful reader.

TRUE

With hearing technology, you won't ever 
need an interpreter or closed captions.

FALSE



Medical-Sociocultural Perspective
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(www.infanthearing.org) 6



Language deprivation
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(@republic_of_imagination 2023) 
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poll
We should stop signing once 
the child starts talking and/or 
stops signing.

FALSE

Your child has full access to spoken language 
with hearing technology in the daycare/preschool, 
family gatherings, and the community. FALSE



Deaf Kids pay the price

When children have delayed access to 
language, they are at risk for permanent 
cognitive and socioemotional damage

(Boston University Deaf Studies and Deaf Education, 2023) 10



(Miller, Sara 2023)
11



(Language First, 2024)

12



(Boston University Deaf Studies and Deaf Education, 2024) 13



COMMUNICATION OPPORTUNITIES

EARLY INTERVENTION
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There is no “one size fits all” when discussing language and
communication of children who are identified as DHH. DHH children
use various languages, communication tools, systems, and technologies.
They receive education and support services in a variety of settings
and have diverse experiences with DHH peers and adults.

(American Speech-Language-Hearing Association, n.d.)
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(DrCMVMom, 2023)
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poll
Sign language is not beneficial for all 
children but is only for “really 
deaf” children. FALSE

Schools for the Deaf do provide spoken 
language support/speech therapy. TRUE

Deaf/Hard of hearing children do not have consistent 
access to incidental language and the various daily 
scenarios around them like hearing children do. TRUE



"Language is important for many executive function skills... Researchers have
demonstrated that deaf children who have full access to a sign language from
birth do not exhibit the same deficits in EF skills as deaf children who use spoken
language, even when these native‐signing children have little to no auditory
experience (Hall et al., 2018; Marshall et al., 2015). Thus, these researchers
argue that early language input, in either modality, is more important than early
auditory input per se for the development of typical EF skills."

(Goodwin et al, 2022) 18
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(@Redeafined, 2020)
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(Right To Language, 2023) 20



(Boston University Deaf Studies and Deaf Education, 2023) 21
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(Quotes — Language First, n.d.-d)



(Benedict, Rachel 2011) 23

CONVERSES WITH PARENTS, 
IT WILL MAKE A

PARAMOUNT DIFFERENCE."

"IF AN ACTUAL DEAF MODEL



Hearing devices

Incidental learning
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(Miller, Sara 2023) 25



IF any of these 
are true, your 
child does NOT 
have full access:

(Language First)

Your child can hear most sounds most of the time

Your child struggles to hear in background noise

Your child must take hearing equipment off in the water

Your child struggles to follow conversation at the dinner table

Your child isn’t able to wear hearing equipment at any point during the day
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INCORPORATE 
SIGNING, 

GESTURES

INCLUDED THE 
CHILD IN THE 

CONVERSATION

REDUCED 
BACKGROUND 

NOISE

GOOD 
LIGHTING

ROUND 
TABLE

WHEN YOUR 
MOUTH FULL

DON’T COVER 
YOUR 

MOUTH/FACE

DON'T TELL THE 
CHILD."I WILL 

TELL YOU 
LATER." IT'S NOT 

IMPORTANT

CHECK IN FOR 
UNDERSTANDING

VISUAL CUE 
THROUGH 

GESTURES SO 
THE CHILD 

LEARNS TO LOOK 
AT THE PERSON.

REPHRASING 
WHAT YOU 
SAY/SAID

https://www.istockphoto.com/vector/thanks-vector-silhouette-gm165969786-22331613?phrase=silhouette+of+black+family+dinner&searchscope=image%2Cfilm
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(Language First, September 10, 2023)28



Comments

Questions

29



Thank you

Kathleen Aranda-Myers, LMSW, DS III, FSC, DM
New Mexico School for the Deaf, Early Intervention & Developmental Services
1060 Cerrillos Road, Santa Fe, NM 87505
EMAIL: Kathleen.arandamyers@nmsd.k12.nm.us
VP: (505)369-3347
Voice/Text: (505) 228-8089

Robin Getz, MA
CHIP CO-Hear Coordinator: Denver and Aurora
The Colorado School for the Deaf and the Blind
33 N Institute St Colorado Springs, CO 80903
OFFICE: 720-413-7426 voice/text
FAX: 719-578-2139 ATTN: Robin Getz
EMAIL: rlgetz@csdb.org

Joseph (JoJo) Lopez, MASLED, DS III, DM, VCSL Certified ASL Evaluator
New Mexico School for the Deaf, Early Intervention & Developmental Services
1060 Cerrillos Road, Santa Fe, NM 87505
EMAIL: joseph.lopeziii@nmsd.k12.nm.us
VP: (575) 541-3597
Text: (505) 231-7685

30

mailto:Kathleen.arandamyers@nmsd.k12.nm.us
mailto:rlgetz@csdb.org
mailto:joseph.lopeziii@nmsd.k12.nm.us


References- Articles

• American Speech-Language-Hearing Association. (n.d.). Language and Communication of Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing Children [Practice Portal]. Retrieved February 17, 2024, from www.asha.org/practice-
portal/professional-issues/language-communication-deaf-hard-of-hearing-children/.

• Crace, J.,  Rems-Smario, J., & Nathanson, G. (2022). Deaf Professionals & Community Involvement with 
Early Education. www.infanthearing.org. https://www.infanthearing.org/ehdi-
ebook/2022_ebook/19%20Chapter19DeafProfessionals2022.pdf

• Goodwin, C., Carrigan, E., & Cappola, M. (2021, October 11). Language not auditory experience is 
related to parent-reported executive functioning in preschool-aged deaf and hard-of-hearing children. 
National Library of Medicine. .https://doi.org/10.1111/cdev.13677 https://doi.org/10.1111/cdev.13677

• Humphries, T., Mathur, G., Napoli, D. J., Padden, C., & Rathmann, C. (2022). Deaf Children Need Rich 
Language Input from the Start: Support in Advising Parents. Children (Basel), 9(11), 1609. 
https://doi.org/10.3390/children9111609

31

http://www.asha.org/practice-portal/professional-issues/language-communication-deaf-hard-of-hearing-children/
http://www.asha.org/practice-portal/professional-issues/language-communication-deaf-hard-of-hearing-children/
https://www.infanthearing.org/ehdi-ebook/2022_ebook/19%20Chapter19DeafProfessionals2022.pdf
https://www.infanthearing.org/ehdi-ebook/2022_ebook/19%20Chapter19DeafProfessionals2022.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1111/cdev.13677
https://doi.org/10.3390/children9111609


References- Articles

• (Joint Committee on Infant Hearing [JCIH], 2019; Kushalnagar et al., 2010; Loy et al., 
2010; Niparko et al., 2010; Tobey et al., 2013). https://www.asha.org/practice-portal/professional-
issues/language-communication-deaf-hard-of-hearing-children/

• Language First. (2020). Bundle – Language Deprivation. Language First.  
https://language1st.org/professional-resources/bundle-language-deprivation

• Mumby Gibbons, S., & Szarkowski, A. (2019, February 26). One Tool in the Toolkit Is Not Enough: 
Making the Case for Using Multisensory Approaches in Aural Habilitation of Children With Reduced 
Hearing. ASHA Wire. https://pubs.asha.org/doi/10.1044/2018_PERS-SIG7-2018-0005

32

https://www.asha.org/practice-portal/professional-issues/language-communication-deaf-hard-of-hearing-children/
https://www.asha.org/practice-portal/professional-issues/language-communication-deaf-hard-of-hearing-children/
https://language1st.org/professional-resources/bundle-language-deprivation
https://pubs.asha.org/doi/10.1044/2018_PERS-SIG7-2018-0005


References- Articles

• Pontecorvo, E., Higgins, M., Mora, J., Lieberman, A. M., Pyers, J., & Caselli, N. (2023). Learning 
a Sign Language Does Not Hinder Acquisition of a spoken Language. Journal of Speech Language 
and Hearing Research, 66(4), 1291–1308. https://doi.org/10.1044/2022_jslhr-22-00505

• Quick Statistics About Hearing. (2021, March 25). NIDCD. 
https://www.nidcd.nih.gov/health/statistics/quick-statistics-hearing

• Rowley, Katherine; Snoddon, Kristin; O'Neill, Rachel (2022). Supporting Families and 
Young Deaf Children With A Bimodal Bilingual Approach. Toronto Metropolitan 
University. Journal contribution. https://doi.org/10.32920/21596736.v1

• Wilkinson, E., & Moreford, J. (2020, November 20). How Bilingualism Contributes to Healthy 
Development in Deaf Children: A Public Health Perspective. National Library of Medicine. 
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32632844/

33

https://www.nidcd.nih.gov/health/statistics/quick-statistics-hearing
https://doi.org/10.32920/21596736.v1
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32632844/


References- Social Media
• Benedict, Rachel. (2011, December 8). Early Intervention: The Missing Link. [Video file]. 

Retrieved from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DYWWXy0wy2w
• Boston University Deaf Studies and Deaf Education [@budeafeducation]. (2024, January 10) “The ACLU 

considers the evidence-based “gold standard” approach to be providing access to a natural signed 
language during early infancy, in addition, o support for learning English and other heritage languages 
desired by the family.” https://www.instagram.com/p/C1818p4OQK8/?igsh=MTRpbzlmOTEzMDlvcA==

• Boston University Deaf Studies and Deaf Education [@budeafeducation]. (2023, February 27). "When 
we consider kids' vocabularies in both ASL and English, we see a bilingual advantage. 
[Photograph]. Instagram. https://www.instagram.com/p/CpLmpG_s63s/?igsh=eGF1Mm1qd3JhMTFp

• Boston University Deaf Studies and Deaf Education [@budeafeducation]. (2023, March 30). "Kids 
with strong ASL skills were *more* likely to have English vocabularies comparable to 
hearing kids. [Photograph]. 
Instagram. https://www.instagram.com/p/Cpblmj1OaXE/?igsh=MTQ5bWprYTM4MDNx

• Boston University Deaf Studies and Deaf Education [@budeafeducation]. (2023, December 
28). "Deaf Kids Pay the Price. [Photograph]. 
Instagram. https://www.instagram.com/p/C1ZpKNdOHgf/?igsh=MTd4MGImYzU5bDhyYg==

34

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DYWWXy0wy2w
https://www.instagram.com/p/CpLmpG_s63s/?igsh=eGF1Mm1qd3JhMTFp
https://www.instagram.com/p/Cpblmj1OaXE/?igsh=MTQ5bWprYTM4MDNx
https://www.instagram.com/p/C1ZpKNdOHgf/?igsh=MTd4MGImYzU5bDhyYg==


References- Social Media

• Boston University Deaf Studies and Deaf Education [@budeafeducation]. 
(2023, December 28). "Sign Language is effective. [Photograph]. 
Instagram. https://www.instagram.com/p/C1ZpKNdOHgf/?igsh=MTd4MGImYzU5bDhyYg==

• Crace, J., Nathanson, G., & Rems-Smario, J. (2022, March 14). EHDI E-Book 2022: EHDI Learning 
Center: NCHAM. EHDI E-Book 2022 | EHDI Learning Center | NCHAM. 
https://www.infanthearing.org/ehdi-ebook/index.html

• Howerton-Fox, Amanda. [@righttolanguage}.(2023, November 4). "Watch this 
PBS documentary on language deprivation for more: https://www.pbs.org/video/language-deprivation-
fdls4l/". [Photographs]. Instagram.https://www.instagram.com/p/CzOeEOIuYNv/?igsh=ZHQybHhkdTlsZ2x
v

• Language First. “Full Access For Language” [Photograph] Downloaded 
Feb 17, 2024. https://language1st.org/parent-handouts/full-access

• Language First. “If a Deaf Child Sees ASL All Day, Everyday.” [Photograph] Downloaded 
Feb 17, 2024. https://language1st.org/quotes/2021/11/7/gq5btr72jfolu0bwpxvb9qgefcvw9z

35

https://www.instagram.com/p/C1ZpKNdOHgf/?igsh=MTd4MGImYzU5bDhyYg==
https://www.infanthearing.org/ehdi-ebook/index.html
https://www.pbs.org/video/language-deprivation-fdls4l/
https://www.pbs.org/video/language-deprivation-fdls4l/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CzOeEOIuYNv/?igsh=ZHQybHhkdTlsZ2xv
https://www.instagram.com/p/CzOeEOIuYNv/?igsh=ZHQybHhkdTlsZ2xv
https://language1st.org/parent-handouts/full-access
https://language1st.org/quotes/2021/11/7/gq5btr72jfolu0bwpxvb9qgefcvw9z


References- Social Media

• Language First [@Language First]. (2024, January 20). Did you know that language deprivation is 
100% preventable? 
[Photograph]. Instagram https://www.instagram.com/p/C2Uq6OEJM3v/?igsh=MXg4Ym4xdzd1djIzeg==

• Language First. (2023, December 13) “We have no idea what a child is capable of learning 
unless information is presented in a way that is accessible to them and they have a reliable way 
to communicate their understanding. Reach Every Voice. 
[Photograph] https://www.instagram.com/p/C01ZfBHhKbY/?igsh=ZDA1eWZza3pjd3U3

• Miller, Sara [@adventuresindeafed]. (2023, October 9). "REMINDER- Reading and language delays (in 
deaf and hard of hearing children)are caused by language deprivation. [Photograph]. 
Instagram. Https://www.instrgram.com/p/CyMqu5Yxbm8/?igsh=bWJ2ZmoxY2tibnY=

36

http://lhttps/www.instagram.com/p/C2Uq6OEJM3v/?igsh=MXg4Ym4xdzd1djIzeg==
https://www.instagram.com/p/C2Uq6OEJM3v/?igsh=MXg4Ym4xdzd1djIzeg==
https://www.instagram.com/p/C01ZfBHhKbY/?igsh=ZDA1eWZza3pjd3U3
https://www.instrgram.com/p/CyMqu5Yxbm8/?igsh=bWJ2ZmoxY2tibnY=


References- Social Media

• Miller, Sara [@adventuresindeafed]. (2023, August 16). "REMINDER- These (auditory devices) 
are not cure for deafness... (They are simply tools.). [Photograph]. 
Instagram. Https://www.instrgram.com/p/CwBqjCPMXGj/?igsh=bWRIbmd3YmE4eXRu

• Pesch, Megan [@DrCMVMom]. (2023, August 30). "Hot off the presses!" The @healthychildrenaap 
just published Hearing Assessments in Infants, Children, and Adolescents: Recommendations 
Beyond!" [Photograph]. 
Instagram. https://www.instagram.com/p/CwkyQsYLAgg/?igsh=MTdzYTk3emNzMGswbA==

• Republic_of_imagination [@republic_of_imagination]. (2023, March 19). “Medical doctors are 
not, absolutely experts in language development. [Photograph]. 
Instagram. https://academicguides.waldenu.edu/writingcenter/apa/citations/home

• Republic_of_imagination [@republic_of_imagination]. (2023, November 2). “Language deprivation 
is NOT due to deafness. [Photograph]. 
Instagram. https://academicguides.waldenu.edu/writingcenter/apa/citations/home

37

https://www.instrgram.com/p/CwBqjCPMXGj/?igsh=bWRIbmd3YmE4eXRu
https://www.instagram.com/p/CwkyQsYLAgg/?igsh=MTdzYTk3emNzMGswbA==
https://academicguides.waldenu.edu/writingcenter/apa/citations/home
https://academicguides.waldenu.edu/writingcenter/apa/citations/home


References- Social Media

• ReDeafined. "Speech" isn't the same as "language" (and why the distinction is super 
important". [@Redeafined]. (2020, September 14). "Speech doesn't mean language...And why 
confusing the two can be dangerous for deaf and HOH kiddos". [Photograph]. 
Instagram. https://www.instagram.com/p/CFHr-v9J0ki/?igsh=MTc0YXZ6a2wwNW1ybA==

• (2012, November 25). https://www.istockphoto.com/vector/thanks-vector-silhouette-gm165969786-
22331613?phrase=silhouette+of+black+family+dinner&searchscope=image%2Cfilm

38

https://www.instagram.com/p/CFHr-v9J0ki/?igsh=MTc0YXZ6a2wwNW1ybA==
https://www.istockphoto.com/vector/thanks-vector-silhouette-gm165969786-22331613?phrase=silhouette+of+black+family+dinner&searchscope=image%2Cfilm
https://www.istockphoto.com/vector/thanks-vector-silhouette-gm165969786-22331613?phrase=silhouette+of+black+family+dinner&searchscope=image%2Cfilm

	TRAIN-GO-SORRY:
	TIMELINE
	��D/HH Early Interventionists
	poll
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	poll
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	poll
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Comments
	Thank you
	References- Articles
	References- Articles
	References- Articles
	References- Social Media
	References- Social Media
	References- Social Media
	References- Social Media
	References- Social Media

