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Suppor tin g optima l outcomes for  childr en  
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Bein g
Family-Centered

T he fa mily defin es 
w ho is “fa mily”

Str en gths, desir es, 
va lues, n eeds 

Rela tion ships & 
self- E ffica cy
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Diver sity in  Fa milies 
&  Fa mily Systems

Globa l 
Fa milies

Child & Fa mily 
Cha r a cter istics

Respon din g—

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur 

a d ip is c ing  e lit . Se d  q uis  nis l vita e  le o  

tinc id unt ma ttis . Fus c e  id  la c us  a uc to r, 

luc tus  nis i q uis , a liq ue t e ro s . In ha c  

ha b ita s s e  p la te a  d ic tums t. 

To Diversity

Cultur a l 
Per ception s of 
Bein g DH H
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In volvin g

Fa mily 
Lea der s

Family -to -Fa mily Sup p o rt
• W e ll-b e ing
• Kno wle d g e
• Emp o we rme nt
• Co p ing
• Ad vo c a c y
• Ac c e s s ing  re s o urc e s
• Inc re a s ing  inve s tme nt
• ”W e  a re  no t a lo ne ”



In volvin g
DH H  

Lea der s DHH Adult -to -Fa mily Sup p o rt
• ‘W ha t it  me a ns  to  b e  DHH’
• Inc re a s e  s e ns e  o f 

c o mp e te nc e  in fa mily
• Dive rs ity o f e xp e rie nc e s
• Po s itive  p e rc e p tio ns  o f 

b e ing  DHH
• Sup p o rt c hild  d e ve lo p me nt
• Emp ha s ize  vis ua l info
• Va rie ty o f ro le s  
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Suppor tin g
Holistic Child 
Development

Appr oa ches to Lea r n in g Socia l- E motion a l La n gua ge & Lit. Cogn itive

Cognitive, emotional & 
behavioral self-regulation

Shift attention/Executive 
Function

Joint attention & contingent 
lang 
(If ___, then___; First ___, 
next ___)

Compromise, sharing, 
cooperation & 
acceptance of others

Recognizing, 
expressing, managing 
emotions

Understanding of social 
context

Use of language for 
diverse purposes 
(verbs, question words)

Parent-child 
interaction lays 
foundation (turn-
taking, responsiveness)

Social communication

Explore 
environment

Multiple uses of 
objects, cognitive 
flexibility

Play





Suppor tin g
Perceptual 

Development
Auditor y Visua l Vestibula r  

Some etiologies 
have implications 
for motor 
development

Visual-motor 
integration 
influences language 
dev (signed & 
spoken)

Influence of 
auditory 
exposure/access

Importance of 
consistency of use 
for those who 
benefit & desire to 
use hearing 
technologies

DHH infants do not 
have “better vision” 
but do process 
visual information 
differently

Sensitivity to visual 
cues – signed 
languages & 
gestures

M otor  &  Physica l

Balance, posture, 
muscle tone

Head control, visual 
tracking, bilateral 
coordination
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Ensuring 
Fundamental Human 
Rights





International
Treaties



Globa l 
Resour ces
Promoting Common 
Language & Understanding

Contextualizing 
FCEI-DHH as a 
fundamental 
human right



Commit to In cor por a tin g 
FCE I- DH H  

Guidin g Va lues

In our collective work

amyszarkowski@cccbsd.org Amy.Szarkowski@umb.edu

mailto:amyszarkowski@cccbsd.org
mailto:Amy.Szarkowski@umb.edu
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