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Foundations for Success in School

PHONEMIC 
AWARENESS

VOCABULARY COMPLEX 
SENTENCES

STORY TELLING



From Virginia Literacy Act Implementation Playbook



Accessing 
Language Aurally



From: https://successforkidswithhearingloss.com/pragmatics/



Listening 
Fatigue



Smith, 
Bale, & 
White, 

2005

If children have access to fluent 
language models and have no 
other neurocognitive 
considerations, they are typically 
considered fluent users of their 
language by age 5.



• In developed countries, 
roughly one child in 1000 
will be born with a bilateral 
hearing loss of at least 40dB 
(Smith, Bale, & White, 
2005)

• 95% of DHH children will be 
born into homes where only 
spoken languages are in use 
(Mitchell & Karchmer, 2004).

Importance of
the Language
of the Home

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0142723719834102
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0142723719834102
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0142723719834102


Providing 
Visual Access 

to the 
Language of 
the Home...

 allows parents to share their 
native language 
with their d/hh child.

 complements audition 
and facilitates learning 
to listen.

 is possible for parents using 
their spoken language as a 
starting point.



Benefits of 
Cued Speech for 
Speech Perception 
and First Language 
Development
Leybaert, J. & LaSasso, C. (2010)

 CI limitations

 Speech perception is 
multimodal

 Visual learning experience
 Training effect on 

speechreading 

 Facilitates natural language 
development

 Late implantees
 Noisy Conditions



LaSasso, C.
& Crain, K. 

(2015)

Of the available 
communication systems for 
conveying English 
conversationally (oral-aural 
methods, Manually Coded 
English sign systems, Cued 
Speech), only Cued Speech is 
structurally capable of 
affording clear, complete 
visual access to English.



Cued Languages 
(i.e., Cued American 

English) Provide 
Complete Access to:

Phonology
Morphology
Syntax
Semantics
Pragmatics



Cued Languages Facilitate Listening and 
Oral Communication

 30-35% of English is visually accessible on the 
mouth.

 Context helps, but not always.
 Easier to listen and understand familiar language.
 The more a child knows the less cognitive load there 

is to understand the message.
 Building knowledge requires facility with the 

language.





Discriminating Phonemes

/z//s/



Bombard 
Children with 
Language

From birth
Vary vocabulary using 

synonyms
Play with words
Provide visual access to 

conversations not 
directed at the child



Playing with Language

Mr. Brown Can Moo. Can You? By Dr. Seuss



Cued 
Languages and 
Bilingualism

 Cueing individuals can 
also use American Sign 
Language

 Cuers can use more than 
one cued language 
(research about tri-lingual 
child, bilingual classes)



Nathan Harrison, 2023



Developing Fluency in Cueing

Learn the basics of the 
system in a weekend

1
Develop awareness of the 
rules of your language 
•Morphology
•Sounding like a native

2
Slow and steady practice

3
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