Representation Matters

Picture Books for Deaf and Hardj{earing Children
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Stockdale, S. & Strick, A. (2014). Max the Champion.

[The] type of literature to which children are
exposed is likely to influence their general

perceptions of social life.”
Beckett, et al. (2010), p. 373

“Children’s Picture books, as one agent of
socialization, are excelltn opportunities to
enculturate young children with open

attitudes and values.”

Yawkey & Yawkey (1976), p. 548 CI I S
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Anixtercenter



She puts headphones on my head.
She wants me to put a block on
the table every time I hear a sound.

AN

Antrobus, R. (2020). Can Bears Ski?

Methodology

e Accuracy of Deaf representation
* Model presented
* |[dentity

* Diversity

* Signing

e Authorship

Anixtercenter
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Table 1: Category Chart “deaf life”

®
D e a f L I fe Accuracy | DA Model Identity Diversity Signing Authorship
The | Hearing Medical No No No Hearing,
Elephantin | aids and audiologist
the Room oral
(2015) .
T 25 _ training
A 12 Ay ST Duke the | Deaf in Social Yes Animals Yes ASL
AMAL UNCr L Deaf Dog” | hearing Interpreter,
UNIQUE (2019-2020) | ¢ cjety deaf
contributors
IAm | Deaf in Social Yes Yes Yes Hearing
Amazingly | hearing
Unique | ¢ hool
(2021)
Mighty Mila | Cochlear Medical No No No Hearing,
(2021) | |mplants parent of
with deaf child
extensive
listening
therapy
AONSTER . “Moses” | Deaf day | Social Yes Yes Yes Hearing
-~ (1998-2004) | school
My Monster | Deaf with | Social No Yes Yes Hearing,
Truck Goes | signing Special
Everywhere | ¢, ity Education
With Me Si
(2020) g
Language
Supporter




Caroline Crowe and Carlos Vélez C H S
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Crowe, C. (2023). Be More Dog.



o Language Glossary,

s1) with her family. Different
3 o ,(,\Mlm(hl\u \ COmbiyy:

- Gign Language Vittigy,
American i

ferel .
ts indicate different word

her parents Say in

American Sig

peaks
Reyna is deaf and speaks
of arm and hand movemen

the book and how to sign them

eyna and
Here are some words Reyna ar

Mami says “cat:

e ing
1. Putyour hand near your nose, palm facing

outward

g ether,
2 Pinch your thumb and index finger toge

Jeaving your other three fingers up-

vard fi r face.
3. Move your hand outward from you!

1. Close your hand in a fist.

2. Put up your index finger.

3. Bend down the tip of your index finger iy,
hook shape.

4. Hook your index finger behind your ear iy,

the shape of a hearing aid,

5. Move your arm away from your body

Papi says “Let’s go"

1. Openyour hand in front of ‘your face, palm
facing inward,

2. Tilt your hand so vour thumb is near your nose
and your four fingers are near your forehead,

3. Pinch your four fingers and your thumb together

while moving your hand away from your body

b Jonathan Stutzman Art by Elizabeth [Jj[/y mee et

Stutzman, J. (2023). Soon, Your Hands.

Mami says “Take off your hearing 44

Reyna and Mami say “I love you.”
1. Open your hand.
2. Put your middle and ring fingers down into

your palm

Reyna says “beach.”

L. Putyour left hand out flat, palm down.

2. Put your right hand out flat, palm down.

3. Move your right hand up and over your left hand.
4. Move your right hand back and forth over your

left hand twice.

HS
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Duke the Deaf Dog Series

PMMA EMMA

Every Day Every Day

( a7 4 N
Kellg;Brakenhoff Party Problems Tap Dance Troubles

Duke the Deaf Dog Series
EARLY
s M O

Every Day Every Day

{g;,;s ng [T O

Kellg Brakenhoff r @@ & 2
(mcaterina Baldissas Crazy for Apples Going on a Field Trip

byC L RSd  Rustrated by Elend Aldllo by C LRSd  Kiustrated by Blend Ao

A Division of

Brakenhoff, K. “Duke the Deaf Dog” early reader series. Reid, C.L. “Emma Every Day” series. Anixtercenter
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Table 2: Category Chart “hearing tech”

Accuracy | DA Model Identity Diversity Signing Authorship
Ada and the | Deaf with Medical Yes Yes Yes Parent of
Helpers | jssistive deaf child
(2020) technology
Can Bears | First Medical No Animals No Deaf
Ski? (2020) | zudiology
Cosmo Gets | First Medical No Yes No Deaf
an Ear i
e audiology
Elana’s Ears | Discovering | Medical No No No Unknown
(2000) | deafness
Let’s Hear it | Hearing aid | Medical Yes Yes Yes Parent of
for Almigal | ¢ cochlear deaf child
(2012) implant
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Antrobus, R. (2020). Can Bears Ski?



Whitehead, J. (2022). Super Hearing.
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Armas, S. (2023). My Hearing, My Way.



Educational

USING

BY HARRIET BRUNDLE

(3 My Life with

Deafness

Mori Schuh « o1t 0y Isobel Muiioz
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The Adventures of

Billie BAHA

and her Super HE {

Table 3: Category Chart “educational”

Accuracy | DA Model Identity Diversity Signing | Authorship
All the Ways | Diversity in | Medical Yes Yes Yes Parent of
I Hear You | deafness | and Social deaf child
(2019)
Billie BAHA | Diversity in | Medical Yes Yes No Hearing,
(2020) | deafness | and Social teacher
My Life With | Deaf ASL- | Social Yes Yes Yes Hearing
Deafness user
(2021)
“Nita” | pDeaf baby | Social No Yes Yes Hearing,
(2018-2020) interpreter
Using | Hearing aid | Medical No No No Hearing
Hearing Aids | \;se
(2019)




let’s talk ¢

BOUNDARIES, -
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CONSENT&
I RESPECT

A
24,0

A book to teach children about body ownership, respectful relationships,

feelings and emotions, choices and recognizing bullying behaviors

by Jayneen Sanders
illustrated by Sarah Jennings

e ane e SALE R i 2 s

Sanders, J. (2017). Let’s Talk About Bounda

5
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ries, Consent, & Respect.

CHS
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Leipholtz, B. (2023). ABCs of Inclusion.
A Celebration of Diverse Abilities CH S
SHELLEY ROTNER

A Division of

Rotner, S. (2024). Every Bodly. Anixtercenter



Concepts:

Colors SCAN
Ocean Animals QR codes

The Five Senses

this book O each hook
rhymes  t0learn the

when signs!
signed!

Art by Larry Laskowskii
watercolor illustrations

Children and parents alike enjoy
learning their colors in rhyming pairs.

Spiro, R. (2019). Baby Loves the Five Senses Hearing.

' " Black Shrimp & ‘ HS

A Division of

Anixtercenter




Inspirational
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Table 4: Category Chart “inspirational”

Accuracy | DA Model Identity Diversity Signing | Authorship '
Fastest Girl | Factual Social No Yes Yes Hearing,
on Earth deaf family
(2021) member
I Am Helen | Factual Social Yes Yes Yes Hearing
Keller (2015)
My Heart | Factual Social Yes No Yes Hearing
Glow (2008)
The William | Factual Social Yes No Yes Hearing
Hoy Story
(2016)

ALICE COGSWRLL, THONAS CALLADIAT,
wad e BIRTH of AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE

T 2>

EMILY ARNOLD McCULLY

AR [E = A TR o
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Churnin, N. (2016). The William Hoy Story.
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NE
ANYTHING IS
POSSIBLE WHEN
YOU BELIEVE IN
YOURSELF/!

ILLUSTRATED BY
GENEVA BOWERS

e N : 4 A Division of

Curry, S. (2024). | Am Extraordinary. Kane, K. & McMillan, J. (2024). Monster Hands. Anixtercenter



PHIL CUMMINGS
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SHANE DEVRIES

Table 5: Category Chart “storybook”

Accuracy | DA Model Identity Diversity Signing | Authorship
Boy (2018) | Deaf in Social No No Yes Hearing
hearing
community
Dachy’s Deaf | Sensory Medical No Dinosaurs | No Hearing
(2015) | overload, | and Social
hearing aid
use
Moonbird | Deaf with | Social Yes Yes Yes Hearing
(2006) | hearing
family
Ranvir Can’t | Deaf in Social No Animals Yes Hearing
Hear (2017) | hearing

world




Dunbar, J., & Ray, J. (2006). Moonbird. C I I S
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Extraordina ‘
erdn s Gaps

 Deaf authors

 Deaf cultural stories

e Deaf community for children
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Rosen, R. (2017). Deaf Culture Fairy Tales.
Simmons, J. (2023). Extraordinary Jordyn.

84 )\ | Pottle, A. (2024). Butterfly on the Wind. CI I S
iIN1) | Bonner, S. et al. (2000). River of Hands.
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Anixtercenter
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Kubler, A. (2018). Zoom, Zoom, Zoom!
Stockham, J. (2011). First Time Doctor.

Rescek, S. (2008). Bounce & Jiggle. CI IS

Stockham, J. (2009). First Time Nursery. A Division of
Anixtercenter




Hearing is different for me and my crew. There are many ways to hear.
Maybe your hearing is different, too? One thing is true:

)
The BEST way to hear is the way that works best for YOU!
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Marrufo, S. (2019). All the Ways | Hear You.
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Jordan-Hogan, J. (2020). CH S
The Adventures of Billie BAHA.
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LEARN THE

Peterson, T. (2021). Ada and the Helpers.

Sign Lang hdge Shabbat

Written by
Alisa Greenbacher & Jennifer Rosner

Photographs by Shelley Rotner
Illustrations by David Hyde Costello

P
= »
’ > P3 pilibrary.org

Greenbacher, A. (2023). CH S
Sign Language Shabbat.
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Community

J » Do the characters have
access to other Deaf peers?
J s Do they have access to
Deaf adults?
s Are the characters getting
¢ supports when they need
them?

Authorship

* Does the author have a
connection to the Deaf J
community?

« Are they part of the
community themselves? J

* Did they work with
members of the
community during the J
writing process?

Diversity

Are there different ways to «
be Deaf?

Are Deaf folks shown using

a variety of hearing \/
technology. language
mc}dalitie?s:.‘fandg g
communication methods?

Is there diversity of Deaf
individuals and intersecting
identities?

lived experience?

4 Deaf Experience
8 = * Is the character fully
! developed with deafness as J
part of their life?
+ Does their storyline include

deafness without reducing J
the character to that one
element?

e - * Is this accurate to Deaf ¢

Fixing Deafness

* |5 deafness addressed
without implying that it is
something broken that
needs to be fixed?

Is it part of natural human
diversity?

* |s deafness celebrated for
its language, culture, and
community?

RSN

CHS

A Division of

Anixtercenter



Recommendations for Representational Picture Books for Deaf Children

! l
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"Dulne the Deaf Dog” Can Bears Ski? (2020 Using Hearing Alds (2019) * The Willlam Hoy Story (2016)
oy -Kelly Brakenhoff -Raymond Antrobus -Harrlet Brundle -Nancy Churnin
% 1 1 1 1
2~ s Eaw >
e Mighty Mila (2021) Gracle's Ears (2021) """ The Adventures of 1 Am Helen Keller (2015)
~ - -1y -Katle Petruzlello -Debble Blackington : Billfe BAHA (2020) -Brad Meltzer
-Jessica
| Jordan-Hogan 1
Let’s Hear It for e | The Fastest Girl
Almigal (2012) RURE on Earth (2021)
-Wendy Kupfer “Nita” serles -Dean Robbins
— -Kathy MacMillan
1 |
Elana’s Ears (2000) . ﬁ {
-Glorla Roth Lowell All the Ways | Hear You Al l Ll Boy (2017)
(2019) b O \‘ -Phil Cummlngs
| -Stephanle Marrulfo
Ada and the | Moonbird (2006)
Helpers (2020) e -Joyce Dunbar
Hands (2023) e, 'Hearlngl Baby Loves the Five
-Stutzman Peterson Senses:
Hearling (2019) Ranvir Cannot Hear (2017)
-Ruth Spiro -Genevieve Yusuf

Maddie Hinkle

Youth and Family Connections MHinkle@Anixter.org

A Division of

Anixtercenter

www.chicagohearingsociety.org October 2023



A Division of

Drop Everything and Read

DEAR WEEK

December 1-7, 2025

Youth and Family Connections

www.bit.ly/CHS-DEAR-archive

A Division of




CHS

A Division of

Anixtercenter
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