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Current Practices 



TRANSITION ELIGIBILITY EVALUATION
Purpose: To predict whether a child requires specially designed 

instruction and services to have equitable access to age-
appropriate activities in the preschool setting

Eligible: A child’s disability will have an adverse effect on 
equitable access to age-appropriate activities in the preschool 
setting which will require specially designed instruction and 

services 



HOW DO WE DETERMINE THAT? 



NORM-REFERENCED ASSESSMENTS

Children who are DHH using LSL often score within the 
average range on norm-referenced language assessments....

but show language delays and disruptions in 
more naturalistic contexts. 

(Betz et al., 2013; Cruckley et al., 2011; Dollaghan & Horner, 2011; Fitzpatrick et al., 2019; 
Lund & Douglas, 2016; Schiller et al., 2022; Spaulding et al., 2006; Werfel, 2018; Werfel & Douglas, 2017)

And yet, we are still relying upon them. 



WHY? 

Testing Context Preschool Context 

(GuideStar, Moog Center) (Adobe Stock)



ECOLOGICAL VALIDITY 

An indicator of  how well an assessment 
captures real world performance



ECOLOGICAL VALIDITY 

equitable access

Generalizable

to age-
appropriate 
activities 
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education 
setting
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Evaluation Checklist



GUIDANCE 
1. Evidence-based practice 

literature
2. NASDSE recommendations 



EVALUATION 
CHECKLIST





















LEVERAGING THE CHECKLIST* 

Educational 
impacts

Functional 
impacts

Developmental 
impacts 

*No state requires a cut score for eligibility under DHH, HH, or HI



Case Study



CASE STUDY

Kilby 

2-year-9-month-old girl

binaural mild-to-moderate 
sensorineural hearing loss 
at 20 months 

BTEs at 21 months 

EI 1x week with SLP 



AUDITORY SKILLS 

Cincinnati: 

• f/d with 2 elements but not 3

• Auditory memory for 3 
emerging 

• Answers who and where 
questions only 

FLE: 

• WRS in noise decreased by 32% 



VISION

Passed vision screening



SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL

Observation: 

• Played alone on playground 
for 50% of  the time 

Pragmatics Skills Checklist: 

• Using complex language for 
1/45 items (benchmark at 36 
mo. = 20/45) 



SELF-
DETERMINATION/SELF-
ADVOCACY 

SEAM

• Age-appropriate skills 



COG/DEVELOPMENTAL

DAYC

• All scores within average 
range 



SPEECH

Intelligibility Rating 

• LSA – 79% intelligible with 
trained listener

• Teacher report – 50% 
intelligible 



VOCABULARY

ROWPVT

• SS 103

EOWPVT 

• SS 101

CDI III

• 5th to 10th percentile 



LANGUAGE

PLS5

• TL SS 99

• AC SS 101

• EC SS 97



LANGUAGE SAMPLE RESULTS 



IS THERE DOCUMENTATION OF 
ADVERSE EFFECT?

If  so, where? 



ADVERSE EFFECTS 
From a speech perception perspective, these morphosyntactic errors 
are consistent with lack of  appropriate access to sound, especially in 

the high frequencies, during the first 20 months of  life. Kilby’s 
expressive language skills and listening skills are delayed compared to 

her chronologically age-matched peers with typical hearing, 
especially in noisy, naturalistic contexts. Her expressive language 

delays secondary to hearing loss adversely affect her ability to 
communicate her wants and needs effectively with both familiar 
and unfamiliar communication partners during age-appropriate 

activities in the preschool setting. 



QUESTIONS? 
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