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EHDI Grants
FUNDING....DATA....PROGRESS....
IT’S THE RIGHT THING TO DO!

Page i:
Program Objective(s): to support newborn hearing 

screening and language acquisition in children ages 
0 -3 while  e m p has izing d a t a  co lle c t ion , family 

engagement, provider education and partnerships.



Prevalence

Children with hearing loss/ atypical hearing:           

• Approximately 3 of every 1,000 children in the United 
States are born with a detectable hearing loss in one or 
both ears. Most children in the U.S. receive newborn 
hearing screening.

• 15% of school -age children (6 -19) have some degree of 
hearing loss. About 20% of teens do.

• Even a mild hearing loss can cause a child to miss 50% of 
classroom instruction, according to HLAA.



Community Based Stakeholders

HOME VISITING EARLY INTERVENTION

EARLY CHILDHOOD CULTURAL/RELIGOUS 
GROUPS

LOCAL HEALTH DEPT.HEALTHCARE PROVIDERS

Phase II - Implementation and Building 
Sustainable Practices

Promoting and supporting 
the development of 
resources, trainings, 

educational materials 
and/or other initiatives to 

reduce/eliminate the 
barriers to access EHDI 

services for underserved 
populations.



Fostering Outreach

• What you have to offer
⚬ Fre e , e asy t o  use
⚬ Wit h  s t a ff short age s , ne w h ire s

• Ab out  t he  p re va le nce  and  im p ac t  on  
fam ilie s  

• “You d on’t  know what  you  d on ’t  know”

TELL THEM

• Talk t o  e xis t ing s t ake ho ld e rs  (who  
d o  t he y know)

• Google
• Cold  Call /  Em ail

⚬ Ask who  t he y m ay re com m e nd
• Ask your fam ilie s  fo r he lp  in  

m aking conne c t ions

WHERE TO START



Benefits

“The material I watched and read was 
very knowledgeable and helped me to 
understand how important the eyes and 
ears are in our children’s lives!”

“The handouts look very nice. They were 
all easy to read and follow. I really 
enjoyed the "did you know" sections.”

“Early Intervention is key to your child's 
success.”

WHAT PARENTS SAID...

Knowledge

Empowerment
Early 

Identification

Appropriate 
Support

FAMILIES GAIN...



Benefits

“This information was easy to share with 
my family. They liked the look of the 
information and said it was easy to 
understand.”

“These materials are perfect for parents 
entering the Early Intervention system! It 
breaks down milestones in an easy -to -
understand manner.”

“The simulation of how a child's vision 
develops in the first year was extremely 
eye-opening!”

WHAT PROVIDERS SAID....

Collaborative

Inclusive

Available
On-Demand

EngagingEARLY YEARS IS...



Collaborative

Inclusive

Available On -
Demand

Engaging

Knowledge

Empowerment
Early 

Identification

Appropriate 
Support

EHDI:
EVERYONE HERE DOING IT 

TOGETHER



Monitoring Development

90% of brain development occurs before 
age 5. 

• Hearing: p rovid e s  fe e d b ack t o  
in t e rac t  wit h  & und e rs t and  
surround ings .

• Vision: guid e s  m ile s t one s  such  as : 
gross / fine  m ot or & soc ia l e m ot iona l 
in t e rac t ion .

• Communication: Found a t iona l skills  
d e ve lop  in  t he  firs t  ye ar o f life .  

• Language: Be t we e n  age  1 & 2 a  ch ild ’s  
vocab ula ry d oub le s . 

1
Be mindful of late 
onset/progressive.

• Monitoring hearing, vision, 
communication & language.
⚬ For schoo l age  ch ild re n  

t he  inc id e nce  o f he aring 
loss  is   5 in  10 0 .

• Cont inue  t o  m on it o r skills  
re gula rly and  fo llow up  if 
conce rns  a rise . 

Re fe rs  t o  a  ch ild 's  
d e ve lop m e n t  in  various  
a re as , such  as : 

• St ruc t ure  
• Exp e c t a t ions
• Socia l d ynam ics

2 3
KINDERGARTEN 

READINESS
ONGOING 

MONITORING
ALL ABOUT 

DEVELOPMENT

A state’s definition: Child  has  b as ic  
language , lit e racy, & m at h  skills , a long 
wit h  p hys ica l, soc ia l, & e m ot iona l 
re ad ine ss . The y show curios it y, t ake  
t u rns , e xp re ss  fe e lings , & p e rs is t  in  
t asks . 



The Early Years

Anyone! It was designed for: 
• Parents
• Caregivers
• Early Childhood Professionals
• Other Professionals

Providers can access these materials 
and activities to inform and engage 
families during or in between 
sessions. 

Create and add more in -depth 
educational videos on all domains.
Continue to add resources to the 
resources section.

WHO CAN USE IT? WHAT’S NEXT
Fre e  on line  t oo lkit  wit h  e asy-
t o -fo llow vid e os , ac t ivit ie s , 
and  re source s  t o  fos t e r 
se nso ry d e ve lop m e n t , fo r 
ch ild re n  age s  b irt h -6 , in  t he  4  
d om ains :

WHAT IS IT?

• He aring
• Vis ion
• Com m unica t ion
• Language



The Early Years

• Introduction
• Developmental Milestones
• Fostering Development 
• Key Milestones
• External Resources 
• Introduction Videos 
• Surveys
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The Early Years

illinoissoundbeginnings.com/the -early -years

WHERE TO FIND IT?

https://www.illinoissoundbeginnings.com/the-early-years


Conclusions

Strengths Weaknesses

• Easy to access

• Available 24/7, flexible

• Simple, easy to understand

• Meets all learning styles 

• Not available in multiple 
languages

• Only available online

• Material is self taught

• Limited providers



Opportunities Threats

• Partner with other providers 

• Spread of project

• Increase awareness of 
organizations 

• Other materials that are 
similar already out there

• Getting data back from 
parents and providers

• Reimbursement rate 

Conclusions



Parent Survey

Questions, 
comments, 

recommendations?

How likely are you 
to access the other 
resources on The 

Early Years 
website? 

Did you find the 
information 

presented in the 
video clear and 

easy to 
understand?

How much prior 
knowledge do you 

have on this 
subject?

How many children 
under age 6 do you 

have? 

How did watching 
this video affect 

your understanding 
of this topic? 



• Total of 8 parents
• ADIs of 9 and 10, a couple 4s
• 2 identified having kids with 

medical needs 
• Covered blue, purple, and 

yellow regions 
• All had kids 6 years old or 

younger

Parent QI Group

Top Takeaways
• All ve ry sup p ort ive  o f t he  

m at e ria ls
• Younge s t  p a re n t  had  

m ost  t o  share  



Provider Survey

Was the length of 
the video 

appropriate for 
your session with 

this client?

How long have you 
been serving 

families in this role? 

What is your job 
title? 

How likely are you 
to use the 

information from 
this video in your 

work with families?

Was your client 
engaged during the 

video?

How easy is this 
video to 

incorporate into 
your sessions?

Did you find the 
information 

presented in the 
video clear and easy 

to understand?



Provider QI Group

• Total of 10 Providers 
• Parents as Teachers
• Itinerants
• Developmental 

Therapist/Hearing
• Covered all regions (except 

for orange)
• All serve kids under 6

Top Takeaways
• Gre a t  e ngage m e n t  

b e t we e n  t he  p rovid e rs
• The ir surve y fe e d b ack was  

ve ry ne ut ra l , b u t  t he  1 
hour zoom  we n t  ve ry q u ick

• The ir m ile s t one  m arke rs  
we re  d iffe re n t  t han  t he  
one s  we  use d , howe ve r 
t he y a re  e xc it e d  t o  use  
m at e ria ls . 



Project Timeline

June: 
Begin outlines sfor 
second set of full 

length module 
videos

September: 
Complete final 

edits. Translate to 
Spanish. Modules 
added to Illinois 

Sound Beginnings.

July: 
Assign and hold QI 

for first set 

May: 
Review outlines for 
2 full length module 

videos 

August: 
Adjust 2nd set of 
module videos 

based on 
recommendations 

Hold QI 

Voiceover and 
record for intro 

videos, outlines for 
first set of videos. 

April: 



QUESTIONS?
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