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Introduction

* The New York State Early Hearing Detection
and Intervention Program partnered with
Hands & Voices of New York (H&V NY) to
provide family support and engagement events
across the state.

* H&V NY is a parent-driven organization
dedicated to supporting families with children
who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing (D/HH).

* Community connectedness among families
with children who are D/HH has shown to have
many benefits, including establishing a sense of
belonging, access to resources, shared
understanding, socialization opportunities and
awareness and peer support.:

Goals & Objectives

* Increase family engagement events for
families with D/HH children in NY

 Provide education for families at events

* Solicit feedback from participants at each
event
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References

1. Hands & Voices. What Parent’s Need to Know. Hands & Voices.
https://www.handsandvoices.org/needs/pdf imgs/socialization.pdf
2. Note: H&V NY QR codes intentionally blocked as the events have
closed.
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Implementation

* Events were planned, scheduled, advertised,
and facilitated by H&V NY board members
throughout the state.

* Events were held in family friendly local
spaces, including museums, parks, zoos, farms,
amusement parks, arenas and each had access

to interpreters.

PLEASE JOIN US FOR

A DAY AT THE Z0O
MARCH 17, 2024

10:00 AM

SENECA PARK 200
2222 ST. PAUL STREET

ROCHESTER, NY 14621

FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN WHO ARE DEAF OR HARD OF HEARING AGES BIRTH TO
1 YRS. COME EXPLORE THE ZOO AND LEARN ABOUT HOW ANIMALS MOVE DURING
THE ANIMAL PRESENTATION!

RESOURCES WILL BE SHARED AND SNACKS WiLL BE PROVIDED!

FAMILIES MUST REGISTER PRIOR TO THE EVENT! THIS EVENT IS UIMITED TO 30
PEOPLE.

PLEASE SCAN THE QR CODE BELOW TO REGISTER.

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS PLEASE REACH OUT TO
KRISTIN BERGHOLTZ (585) 260-7621.
SPONSORED BY NYS EHDI AND HANDS & VOICES OF NY

HANDS & VOICES IS DEDICATED TO SUPPORTING FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN
WHO ARE DEAF OR HARD OF HEARING WITHOUT A BIAS AROUND
HANDS& COMMUNICATION MODES OR METHODOLOGY.

VOICES & 2 o i g i T
NEW YORK WHAT WORKS FOR YOUR CHILD IS WHAT MAKES THE CHOICE RIGHI.
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* Educational activities included reading
children’s books, learning basic signs for colors
and animals, back to school tips, and sing/sign-
along nursery rhymes.

* All families who attended events were asked
to complete a feedback survey. The survey was
administered to families as a hard copy or via
email.
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Results

e H&V NY held 17 events between
November 2023 and December 2024.

Hands & Voices Events November 2023 —
December 2024

Number of Events By County

B Albany County - 5 Events
O Ulster County - 3 Events

B Bronx County - 3 Events
B Monroe County - 3 Events
B Onondaga County - 1 Event

O Dutchess County - 1 Event
B Warren County - 1 Event

* 551 D/HH children and their family partners
attended the events.

* 37 individuals responded to the survey. 95%
(N=35) of the respondents reported that their

child enjoyed the event and 84% (N=31)
reported learning something new at the event.
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“I enjoyed that both educators were Deaf.
It is rare for a child under 3 to have the
opportunity to interact with Deaf adult
educators.”
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“My favorite part of the event was having
the chance for my son to meet and mingle

with D/HH peers.”
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“I really enjoyed hearing about the
research being done with D/HH children
and their families.”
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PLAYDATE & SUNDAY, MARCH 24TH, 3-5PM m "

\ HANDS AND VOICES OF NEW
PETTING 200 m F\ . YORK AND EDHI HOST

P
PLAY HAVEN
AT PLAY HAVEN! 320 SAWKILL RD, KINGSTON, NY _{
Families with children who are Deaf and c 2
Hard of Hearing are invited to meet, [_@g
connect, and exchange resources. P A R T Y

Bring your little ones and siblings to play S
unday
1 9-11 AM

and make new friends! We will meet - I
animals and learn their sign names. DEC Sth
Bring On The Spectrum
71 Fuller Road, Albany NY

Snacks and ASL interpretation provided! m
This event is also open to professionals who \\
work with D/HH kids as well as D/HH adults A ’
who resonate with the Hands and Voices X
mission "What works for your child is what '
makes the choice right.”

Come play in the indoor sensory gym,
1 do holiday crafts and see Signing Santa
;:i;;-.'*.:,‘:'vn

W9, NEWs#M YORK
&) HANDS & VOICES®

CODE IS REQUIRED AS SPACE IS
e LIMITED. RSVP BY 11/24 TO SECURE
A SPACE FOR THIS FUN EVENT!
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SPONSORED BY NY EHDI AND
HANDS AND VOICES OF NY

Image provided by H&V NY

Conclusion/Next Steps

* Events provided a space for D/HH children
and families to engage in educational activities
and learn from professionals and educators
who work with the D/HH population.

* Expand events to rural areas that have
limited resources for families of (and) D/HH
children.

* Provide more interactive educational sessions
and include information on various
communication modalities during events.

* Design standardized surveys to obtain better
feedback from families and increase response
rates.
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CONTACT: E - E
Elizabeth Rialdi, MPH 1
New York EHDI Program Coordinator .
Email: nyehdi@health.ny.gov

Website: http://health.ny.gov/EHDI E
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