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Learning Objectives

● Identify key principles: List 15 principles for reading to 
deaf and hard of hearing children.

● Implement strategies: Learn and apply shared reading 
strategies at home.

● Evaluate implementation: Outline steps to start a 
Shared Reading Saturday program in the community.
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● Many parents and caregivers know they should read to their deaf 
or hard of hearing children but struggle with how to do it. 

● Schleper and Fernandes explored how culturally Deaf parents 
read to their Deaf children, as research shows these children 
achieve higher academically.
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● Lartz and Lestina found that mothers reading to young deaf 
children used sign placement, real-life connections, facial 
expressions, and body posture to enhance storytelling. 

● Maxwell’s study showed a deaf child’s development over five 
years, starting before age 2, was similar to that of a hearing child.



This led to… 
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Principle 9:
Connect concepts in the 
story to the real world.

Observe the real-world connection.

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1wEsBlaNM4Il6JGbRSJCHJswYPx7fyDn4/view
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Language and Cultural Factors

ASL-English 
Relationship

Visual 
Orientation

Rhyme and 
Rhythm

Name signs for 
characters.

Fingerspelling, 
descriptive and arbitrary 

name signs. 
Replace sound words 

with visual signs.

Connect ASL signs to 
describe the location to 

indicate relationship.

Use handshape and 
hand movements to 

predict next sequence 
of events.

Use ASL handshape to 
show rhyme and 

rhythm patterns in 
English.
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ASL-English Relationship

What 
factors did 
you notice?

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1KYDjDPBn0VFwidAKWoIM-F1ndqlwmF4h/view
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What is the Shared Reading Project?

It is an initiative aimed at promoting early literacy through interactive 
reading experiences between adults and deaf or hard of hearing 
children, with a focus on ASL-English literacy development. 

Reference: Delk, L., & Weidekamp, L. (2001). Shared Reading Project: Evaluating implementation processes and family outcomes. 
Washington, DC: Laurent Clerc National Deaf Education Center, Gallaudet University.

GOALS:
● Enhance literacy skills, foster a love of reading, and support cognitive and 

social development in children.
● Build vocabulary, improve comprehension, develop critical thinking skills, and 

create a meaningful bonding experience between the child and the adult. 
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Introduc ing

A successful adaptation of the Shared Reading Project
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What Is Shared Reading Saturday?
A community event that:

● Helps families build storytelling skills with guidance from trained deaf 
and hard of hearing instructors and tutors in a group setting.

● Connects families in a supportive learning environment.
● Offers activities to enhance parents’ storytelling and children’s literacy 

development.



14

Structure of Shared Reading Saturday
● Held once per month on a Saturday
● Single location (e.g., community college, school, library)
● Breakfast and lunch provided for all participants
● Instruction and group sessions by trained deaf and

hard of hearing instructors and tutors
● Language interpretation support available
● Full-group storytelling time for a shared experience
● Child care and arts & crafts activities for children
● Free book bags for every family
● Story signer videos available for families
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Shared Reading Saturday Schedule

9:30 AM Program opens

9:30 - 9:55 AM Breakfast

9:55 - 10:00 AM Announcements and 
introductions

10:00 - 11:45 AM Instruction/group sessions/
child care/arts & crafts

11:45 AM - 12:00 PM Full-group story time

12:00 - 12:30 PM Lunch

12:30 PM Program ends 
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How to Launch a Shared Reading Saturday program?

• Resources: Books, space, trained staff & volunteers, technology

• Audience: Target audience, inclusivity, family engagement

• Logistics: Timing & frequency, length of program, promotion

• Funding & Budgeting: Incidental costs, grants &  fundraising

• Sustainability: Volunteer & staff commitment, continuous promotion, 
maintaining community interest 

• Partnerships: Collaborations with schools and community organizations for 
promotion, resource-sharing, and volunteer support  
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20 17 Odyssey: New Directions in 
Deaf Education a rtic le  on 
Sha re d  Re a d ing  Sa turda y
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Introducing 
Laure nt Cle rc  Na tiona l De a f Educ a tion Ce nte r



De a f Educ a tion  
Conne c tions

https://clerccenter.gallaudet.edu/
https://clerccenter.gallaudet.edu/
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Bilingual Stories Bookshelf App

https://clerccenter.gallaudet.edu/real/bookshelf-app/
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Thank you! Questions?
Stacy.Abrams@gallaudet.edu
Todd.Higgins@gallaudet.edu
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