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Learning Objectives

● Identify key principles: List 15 principles for reading to 
deaf and hard of hearing children.

● Implement strategies: Demonstrate shared reading 
strategies at home.

● Evaluate implementation: Outline steps to start a 
Shared Reading Saturday program in the community.
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● Many parents and caregivers know they should read to their 
deaf or hard of hearing children but struggle with how to do it. 

● Schleper and Fernandes explored how culturally Deaf parents 
read to their Deaf children, as research shows these children 
achieve higher academically.
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● Lartz and Lestina found that mothers reading to young deaf 
children used sign placement, real-life connections, facial 
expressions, and body posture to enhance storytelling. 

● Maxwell’s study showed a deaf child’s development over five 
years, starting before age 2, was similar to that of a hearing 
child.



This led to … 

5



6



Clerc Center at Gallaudet

Principle 9:
Connect concepts in the 
story to the real world.

Observe the real-world connection.

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1wEsBlaNM4Il6JGbRSJCHJswYPx7fyDn4/view
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Language  and  Cultura l Fac tors

ASL-English 
Relationship

Visual 
Orientation

Rhyme and 
Rhythm

Name signs for 
characters

Fingerspelling, 
descriptive and arbitrary 

name signs. 
Replace sound words 

with visual signs.

Connect ASL signs to 
describe the location to 

indicate relationship.

Use handshape and 
hand movements to 

predict next sequence 
of events.

Use ASL handshape to 
show rhyme and 

rhythm patterns in 
English.
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ASL- Eng lis h Re la tions hip

What 
factors did 
you notice?

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1KYDjDPBn0VFwidAKWoIM-F1ndqlwmF4h/view
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What Is the Shared Reading Project?

It is a literacy initiative aimed at improving the reading and 
language skills of deaf and hard of hearing children.

● Purpose: Creating bilingual, interactive reading experiences 
with an emphasis on American Sign Language (ASL)-English 
literacy development.

● Main goal: To foster a love of reading and develop early
literacy skills through shared reading experiences.

Reference: Delk, L., & Weidekamp, L. (2001). Shared Reading Project: Evaluating implementation processes and family outcomes. Washington, 
DC: Laurent Clerc National Deaf Education Center, Gallaudet University.
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How the Shared Reading Project works

● Matching with Tutors: Families are paired with trained deaf and 
hard of hearing tutors.

● Reading Demonstration: The tutor visits the family and 
demonstrates how to read a children’s book using ASL.

● Practice and Feedback: Family members practice signing the 
book, receiving constructive feedback from the tutor.

● Final Reading: The family then reads the book to their deaf or hard 
of hearing child using ASL while the tutor observes and offers 
further support.
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Introduc ing

A successful adaptation of the Shared Reading Project



13

What Is Shared Reading Saturday?

A community event that:

● Helps families build storytelling skills with guidance from trained deaf 
and hard of hearing instructors and tutors in a group setting

● Connects families through group activities in a supportive environment
● Offers activities to enhance parents’ storytelling and children’s literacy 

development
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Structure of Shared Reading Saturday

● Held once per month on a Saturday
● Single location (e.g., community college, school, library)
● Breakfast and lunch provided for all participants
● Instruction and group sessions by trained deaf and

hard of hearing instructors and tutors
● Language interpretation support available
● Full-group storytelling time for a shared experience
● Child care and arts & crafts activities for children
● Free book bags for every family
● Story signer videos available for families
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Shared Reading Saturday Schedule

9:30 AM Program opens

9:30 - 9:55 AM Breakfast

9:55 - 10:00 AM Announcements and 
introductions

10:00 - 11:45 AM Instruction/group sessions/
child care/arts & crafts

11:45 AM - 12:00 PM Full-group story time

12:00 - 12:30 PM Lunch

12:30 PM Program ends 
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Impact of Shared Reading Saturday

● Enhanced parent-child interaction through shared reading experiences
● Community building by creating connections and fostering support 

networks
● Knowledge development through providing access to resources and 

opportunities
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20 17 Odyssey: New Directions in 
Deaf Education a rtic le  on 
Sha re d  Re a d ing  Sa turda y
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Introduc ing  
Laure nt Cle rc  Na tiona l De a f Educ a tion Ce nte r



De a f Educ a tion  
Conne c tions

https://clerccenter.gallaudet.edu/
https://clerccenter.gallaudet.edu/
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Bilingual Stories Bookshelf App

https://clerccenter.gallaudet.edu/real/bookshelf-app/
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Thank you! Questions?
Stacy.Abrams@gallaudet.edu
Todd.Higgins@gallaudet.edu
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