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OBJECTIVES

Explain key factors of a language-rich natural environment

Identify 10 evidence-based language development strategies and
identify why each skill is important

Apply handouts of the 10 strategies to natural daily routines and
reflect on tangible ideas of how to use these strategies in a family’s
natural environment



“The most important factor in children's language development is the quality and quantity
of the language they hear from their caregivers and in their environments.” 

- Catherine Snow, Harvard Graduate School of Education Professor and Researcher



BEST PRACTICES FOR EI... 
-------------

I have struggled to find tangible resources to share with my families

Parent-friendly 
Simple vocabulary
In-depth enough for parents to follow

Unbiased on communication modality choice
Tips that could be used with spoken language and sign language 
Tips that could be used at any point in the communication spectrum 

Not age-dependent
Can be used with any family, regardless of child’s age
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THE FOUNDATION: A LANGUAGE
RICH NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
-------------

Language development begins at birth, and early interactions are foundational.

Family-Centered:  Programs should be strengths-based, culturally responsive, and empowering.

Natural Environments: Wherever the child spends the most time, whatever is typical for same-age peers.
Supporting parents in their natural environments reduces service disparities and promotes language-rich
interactions.



CONSOLIDATING RESOURCES INTO ONE
TOOLKIT
-------------

I pulled strategies from webpages, academic articles, and other resources to create one
resource with 10 tips

NAEYC
CA EHDI LEAD-K Family Services, Language Development 
The NCHAM Book
Article by Yoshinaga-Itano, C., et al
Hands & Voices FL3
Joint Committee on Infant Hearing position statements
Atlanta Speech School 
Previous Georgia PINES director

https://leadkfamilyservices.org/language-development/more-about-language/


EACH PAGE
CONTAINS:

01 WHAT
Description

02 WHY
Research-based information 

03 HOW
Practical examples



START STRONG: CONNECT

SHARE THE FOCUS

EXPOSE RICH LANGUAGE

EXPRESS INTENTIONALLY & NATURALLY

COMMUNICATE WITH EXPRESSION

PROMPT & PULL

TAKE TURNS

EXPAND & ADD

READ

SHARE JOY

“The most important factor in children's language development is the quality and quantity
of the language they hear from their caregivers and in their environments.”

- Catherine Snow, Harvard Graduate School of Education Professor and Researcher
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THANK YOU

rebeccahesstucker@gmail.com

rebecca.tucker@doe.k12.ga.us

linked in

If any agencies would like to use this product on their website or

with their specialists, please contact me and I will happily provide

you with a digital copy!

Rebecca Tucker


