
In “Plain Language” 

Translating Medical Jargon to Enhance Practical 
Understanding for EI Providers and Families



About Me & Disclosures
Psychologist
• Written lots of reports
• Worked in medical systems
• Presented at IEP meetings
• Provided guidance for families



A Few WORDS about 
Terminology



Presentation



Not what is “sounds like”….

Unremarkable Impressive



Progressing



Unknown Etiology



Medical Complexities 
Associated with 
Reduced Hearing





Ototoxic Medications



Cerumen



Psychological/
Neuropsychological 
Constructs



Words You Might See in Reports
Avolition

Inability to initiate and persist in goal-
directed activities

Cognition
Thinking, reasoning, remembering, imagining

Developmental
Related to processes of growth & maturation

Expected progress
Development/growth aligning with 
expectations for the condition



Words that 
Describe 

“Presentation”
Flat affect

Limited expression of emotions

Increased arousal
Highly alert; outbursts of anger/irritability

Labile
Easily changed; often “up and down”



More Words
Describing 

Presentation

Internally distracted
Busy with own thoughts & actions

Requires [maximal/moderate] support
Amount of effort required to engage child and 
complete the assessment

Self-directed
Does down thing; difficult to keep on task; defiant



Other Professionals Involved in Care
Developmental Behavioral Pediatrician

MD who considers medical, developmental, & behavioral aspects of 
presenting problems 

Neurologist
MD specializing in the nervous system (e.g., seizures, CP, structural 
concerns)

Neuropsychologist/Neuropsych Assessment
Assesses brain function and behaviors. Including cognition, memory, 
attention, motor skills, learning and problem-solving

Otolaryngologist
Ear-nose-throat doctor; Could be a CI surgeon 

Geneticist
Specialist trained in the study of genes and heredity



Let’s Discuss! 
What are Your Questions?
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