
Early Childhood 
Access to Language 
Acquisition Services 
in Arizona: 
Improving Equity for 
Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing (DHH) 
Children



Why Early 
Language 
Access 
Matters 



Arizona



Project 
Purpose 



•Statewide engagement across rural, urban, 
and metro areas
•Two participation roles:

•Core Participants (design, analysis, 
recommendations)
•Review Participants (feedback at 
milestones)

•Phase I: 14 core, 5 reviewers
•Phase II: 8 core, 2 reviewers (emphasis on 
Deaf/ASL voices)

Community Partnership & Leadership

•ASDB Early Learning Program

•Arizona Hands & Voices

•Ear Foundation of Arizona (facilitation)

•Phoenix Children’s Hospital 

•Funded by Arizona Community 
Foundation



Project 
Design: Two 
Phases



Survey 
Development 
& Accessibility



Participation 
Snapshot



Phase I: LSL 
Focus



LSL Workforce 
Findings 

• Only a small number of 
providers were LSL-certified

• 86% of professionals expressed 
interest in LSL training

• Barriers included:
• Cost
• Time
• Limited access to training 

programs



Phase II: ASL 
Focus



ASL Workforce 
Needs 



Key Service 
Gaps 
Identified 



Geographic 
Service Gaps 



Cross-Phase 
Themes



Recommendation 1: 
Workforce 
Development 



Recommendation 
2: Community-
Based 
Approaches 



Recommendation 
3: Improve Rural 
Access 



What Worked:

• First statewide collaboration 
focused on DHH children 0-5

• Strong parent engagement across 
both phases

• Early identification and service 
entry for many children

• ASDB identified as a critical 
resource, including the Deaf 
Mentor Program

• Framework established for 
ongoing evaluation

Challenges:

• Urban-skewed responses

• Online survey barriers

• Limited rural and Indigenous 
participation

• Persistent workforce shortages

• Stronger provider network





Implications 
for Policy & 
Practice
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