
Guiding Communication Pathways: 
Using the "Auditory Potential Rubric" to Tailor Intervention Supports



Our Team

• Carrie Norman, MS, CCC-SLP, LSLS, AV-Ed
Collaborative Communications

• Sarah Wainscott, PhD, CCC-A, CED
Texas Woman’s University Deaf Ed/SLP Programs



Session Objectives:

• Describe the implications of ten key factors that influence 
spoken language outcomes for children with hearing 
differences.

• Differentiate three levels of potential related to using auditory 
processes as a part of a child’s overall communication profile.

• Apply the Auditory Potential Rubric for three contrasting case 
studies, including scoring and interpretation.



First, the WHY. We believe…
• There are multiple ways that children who are deaf/hh can access 

language. Identifying a strong pathway enhances outcomes.
• Multiple variables intersect to influence auditory & language 

outcomes
• Families & children benefit when expectations for progress are 

reasonable.
• Clinicians & educators need an evidence-based tool to match 

intervention to individuals, and to guide decisions.



Our Process
• Draft based on evidence-base (All Carrie!)
• Revise, revise, revise

– Varied providers, Respectful language

• Reliability testing
– Inter-rater/Intra-rater

• Field Testing & Criterion Validity
– Criterion related validity
– Application to practice
– Semi-structured interviews

We’d love your help!



Your Expert Opinions
What factors influence auditory outcomes in 
children who are deaf or hard of hearing?



Factors Predicting Auditory Outcomes

Hearing Difference
• Type
• Degree
• Symmetry
• Duration
• Etiology

Case History
• Family capacity
• Age ID/Intervention
• Technology use
• Audiologic management
• Intervention history
• Community capacity
• Additional considerations



Can we measure it?
A child’s auditory potential for success in an 
auditory-based intervention model.



Our Aim: Prediction (not promises!)
Framing multiple positive outcomes that reflect a continuum of 
required support.



Let’s Try it Out! Three Cases

Collaborate to apply our 
“Auditory Potential Rubric” 
to your group’s case:
• Marta
• Kyle
• Daisy









What is your rating?
57-72: Strong auditory potential; 56-41 Moderate auditory potential; 
25-40 Some auditory potential; <25 Limited auditory potential

















We would love your feedback on the 
Auditory Potential Rubric!

Also include your contact information if you would like to participate 
in our reliability and field testing!



Open discussion: How’s it working?
Thanks for your feedback. Watch for our publication and 

dissemination!
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