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EXPLANATION & PLAN

• National situation

• Colorado

• Exploring solutions from:

• EHDI programs

• Broader healthcare
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NATIONAL TREND:

1-3-6 TIMELINE DELAYS
 IN RURAL AREAS
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• Provider-related concerns
• Access to pediatric audiologists
• PCP EHDI knowledge
• Coordination of care

• Distance decay
• Time, money, work concerns
• Availability of transport options
• Baby’s nap on the way!

• Determinants of EHDI engagement
• Cultural & personal factors
• Education about urgency



Related Issues in 
Colorado

• “Winter effect”
•  “Travel divide”

• Provider “deserts”
• Impact of L&D closures



SOLUTIONS IN 
COLORADO

• Colorado Home Inclusion Program (CHIP)

• home-based EI by region

• CO H&V rural programming

• Midwife contacts, equipment, access

• Pilot state audiologist based in rural area

• Mobile pediatric audiologists

• Pediatrician’s webinars about cCMV

• LEND

• Virtual Site Visits

• Moving to virtual or hybrid gatherings
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WHAT SOME EHDI PROGRAMS ARE 
TRYING NOW:

RESULTS SO FAR

• Patient navigators (KY)

• Tele-audiology (SD & NC)

• Training of educational audiologists (IA)

• Localization (VA)



SOLUTIONS FROM BROADER HEALTHCARE

• Hub-and-spoke stroke model
• Automatic reminders
• Digital health 
• Micro-credentialing
• Community health workers

• Adult audiology services (AL)
• Promotoras (AZ/Mexico)

8



POSSIBLE NEXT STEPS?

• Project TRIP

• Retail healthcare

• Ski-town subsidies

• Community health workers in aural rehabilitation

• Retention of rural healthcare personnel
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