
Homebirth Hearing Screening: 
Nevada’s Experience -- Unique situations with 
unique solutions

March 16, 2023

Perry Smith – Nevada EHDI Coordinator



Learning Objectives
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• Participants will be able to evaluate their home birth hearing screening 
processes from the Nevada home birth challenges and successes.

• Participants will be able to develop a plan to improve their home birth hearing 
screening percentages.

• Participants will be able to develop a plan to build and improve relationships with 
midwife providers.



• Births per year:    ~33,000
• Birthing facilities:    18
• Screening percentage:   ~97%
• Home births per year:   ~450
• Home birth screening percentage:  ~30%
• Early Intervention facilities: (Part C)  ~5
• Pediatric Audiologists:   ~6

Nevada EHDI Basics
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Midwife Hearing Screening Efforts
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1. Awareness campaign: importance of hearing screening

2. Midwife OAE Pilot Project: progressed up to 7 OAEs
• No cost to midwives
• EHDI purchased units, disposables, and annual calibrations
• Midwives could not charge for screens and could only screen their infants
• Units were aging out and EHDI was unable to replace



Midwife Hearing Screening Efforts
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3. Joint effort with Nevada Early Intervention Services (NEIS)
• IDEA Part C EI facilities
• EHDI has always had a very productive relationship with NEIS and Part C
• All Pediatric Audiologists work for NEIS
• One-stop-shop concept – imagine a single building where families may go for their 

screening, audiology exams, and early intervention services.
• This model is only working in one city at present but is partially work in two other 

communities.

4. Expand to other communities/cities
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QUESTIONS?



CONTACT INFORMATION

 Perry Smith
 Nevada EHDI Coordinator

 pgsmith@health.nv.gov
 775-684-4274
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